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LONDON, WESTMINSTER, 
AND 


BOROUGH or SOUTHWARK, 


V all ſufferers, a ſick priſoner, without 
any means to procure relief, experi- 
ences the moſt ſevere and complicated 
diſtreſs. Unknown and unheard, in filent 
miſery he moans and pines away, without 
one ſoul to pity or fetch a ſigh for his miſ- 
fortunes. | | 

In gaol virtue languiſhes and merit mourns, 
and both lie neglected and forgot, while vice 
and wickedneſs reign triumphant. 7 
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; The fate of the ſober, virtuous, and in- 
duſtrious priſoner, who through ſickneſs, want 
of employment, a large family to maintain, 
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By unavoidable loſſes, diſappointments, &c. comes 
u do gaol, is perhaps the moſt wretched of the 
48 1 deprived of liberty, and ren- 
'J dered totally incapable of relieving himſelf or 
* doing juſtice to others: having nothing but 
1 | what ariſes from induſtry and manual labour, 
3 | he is ſhut up in priſon, there to pine away in 
H want of the- abſolute neceſſaries of life; and 

f when ſickneſs viſits him, weighed down with 


anguiſh and a load of woe, he meets death 
with pleaſure. „„ 5 
As ſoon as a poor man gets a little in debt, 
he loſes his equilibrium, and is undone. When 
his family were in health, and himſelf em- 
ployed, his wages were ſcarce ſufficient to 
ſupport him; how can he pay the trifle he 
owes ? To what a deplorable. ſtate is. ſuch a 
| | family reduced! While they are groaning un- 
4 der poverty and diſeaſe, the huſband is hourly 
5 in danger of being torn from his ſtarving fa- 
mily, and plunged into a gaol, the horrid 
dread of which harrows his drooping ſoul - 
with diſtracted thoughts and bitter anguiſh. 
At laſt the dreadful ſummons comes, and a 


D 


Seer 


0 ſheriff's officer, with ſavage barbarity, drags 
4 him away from his pale, ſickly and diſconſolate 
i wife, and weeping children. In vain do groups 


of half-famiſhed-infants cling about his. knees 
to prevent his departure, while his diſtracted 
wite * at a diſtance petrified with grief. 
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This child of ſorrow, without one friend 
to whom he could impart his griefs, is con- 
veyed to a ſpunging- houſe, originally intended 
for the benefit of the debtor, but now, by the 
abuſe of that intended mercy, converted into 

a houſe of extortion and oppreſſion. 5 
Io purchaſe ſome degree of humane treat- 
ment, and to avoid the moroſe barbarity prac- 
tiſed in ſuch places, he freely complies with 
the bailiff's exorbitant demands. The idea of 
a priſon ſhocks him ; and being ſtill in hopes 
to ſettle with his inexorable creditor, he ſtays 
in the ſpunging-houſe till he can pay no 
longer, then he muſt leave one inhoſpitable 
manſion to be hurried to another, where his 
ears, formerly accuſtomed to hear the ſorrow- 
ful lamentation of a tender and affectionate 
wite and hungry infants, are now ſtunned 
with the. blaſphemous yells of the drunken 
and riotous inhabitants. Here he has freih 
demands to ſatisfy, and another Cerberus 
opens his devouring jaws to receive all he can 
obtain by his avarice and chicanery. 

When the wretched priſoner has paid the 
demands at the lobby, he is conducted, if he 
has money to pay for it, to a dirty ſtinking 
room or ward, without one bit of furniture; 
there, upon the bare boards, he reſts his 
wearied head, and endeavours to compole his 
diſtracted ſpirits ; but even this humble boon 
he cannot obtain, on account of the noite, 
riots and drunkenneſs, ſo common in gaols. 
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ture he\had ſcraped together, and ſoon after 


has a melancholy interview with his diſcon- 


folate wife. They confult together what firſt 
to carry to a pawn-broker to raiſe a little mo- 
ney to Arg neceſſaries for themſelves and 
children, In this way they go on pawning 
one thing after another, till they melt down 
and convert every part of their ſubſtance into 
money to ſupport them while in confinement. 
At laſt grim famine forces him to the begging- 
grate, there to live upon the charitable dona- 
tions of the public; and being unable any 
longer to pay the rent of his room, he is turned 
over to the common ſide, where many in the 
fame ſituation with himſelf live crouded to- 


gether in places much more unhealthy, and 


not much cleaner than a pig's-ſtye. 

When by a reſignation to his unhappy fate 
he has a little compoſed the diſorder of his 
mind, and begins to, feel his bodily infirmi- 


ties, he wiſhes for medical aſſiſtance, but 


finds none. Rs 3 

Who would not drop a ſympathetic tear, 
that ſuch a bitter cup ſhould' fall to the ſhare 
of a fellow creature? But humanity is the 
characteriſtic of this nation, whoſe hands are 


as ready to relieve as their hearts are to pity. 


the unfortunate; therefore the unhappy pri- 
ſoner, immured within the walls of a doleful 
manſion, \ could not lie always forlorn and 
neglected to feed on bitter tears, and waſte 
away with ſickneſs, £6] 


Next morning he ſends for the little furni- 


Pity. 
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' Pity at laft ſtept forth to cheer the broken 
heart---to dry affliction's tear, a good Samari- 
tan appeared. Sir Charles Whitworth, chair- 
man of the Weſtminſter Charity, who is un- 
weariedly occupied in plans of charity and 
public utility, propoſed that I ſhould vitit the 
gaols in London, Weſtminſter, and Borough 
of Southwark, to afford medical aſſiſtance to the 


ſick priſoners. I readily agreed to the * | 


The Public are indebted to him for many 


things of public utility, yet none deſerve to 


be compared to the preſent plan of mug. 
medical relief to fick priſoners. Nothing need 
be ſaid to demonſtrate the judiciouſneſs and 
extenſive utility of this charity. Pity could 
not perhaps have ſtruck out a more merciful 
inſtitution; and from this ſmall beginnin 
great good will no doubt ariſe, which will cal 
down bleſſings upon the firſt promoters of it. 
The committee approved of Sir Charles's 
ropoſal, and I received 'the following letter, 
directed to me. | | 


WESTMINSTER ChARITY, March 25, 1776. 


6 The Committee reſolved, 

« That Dr. WILLIAM SMITH, of Red-Lion-Syuare, 

© be deſired to viſit the ſick in the reſpective gaols and 

£ priſons of London, Weſtminſter, and the Borough of 

% Southwark, in order to adminiſter proper relief; for 

which a ſum of money is appropriated by the above 
6 Charity. 

[Signed] C. WurrTworrTH,” 
To the keepers of the ſeveral : | | | 
gaols, &c. in the cities of 
London, Weſtminſter, and (- 

Borough of Southwark, 


To 
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4 To viſit thoſe dreary and loathſome man- 


ſions, where nothing but ſcenes of woe and 
horror preſent themſelves to the view, was 
not a very delicate or pleaſing undertaking, 


To behold ſome of my fellow creatures with 
drooping and dejected ſpirits, drowned in ſor- 
row, with haggard look and ſordid dreſs, 


indulge the gloomy thoughts which over- 
ſhadow their ſtorkened ſoul, while hunger 
gnaws the ſtomach, and anguiſh rends the 
RT to hear the ſhackled felons rattle their 
horrid chains; to be expoſed to the danger of 
infection from putrid air, occaſioned by the 
e of their dirty garments and diſeaſed 
bodies, full of ſores, and crammed upon one 
another in abominable filthy priſons, was not 
an employment that could afford much enter- 


tainment. | | i 
Struck with compaſſion for the miſeries of 


ſo many unfortunate people, languiſhing under 
various diſorders, in dens of filth and naſti- 
neſs, 1 conſidered the propoſal of viſiting the 
gaols as a plan of the utmoſt utility, and ac- 
cordingly determined to make the beſt uſe in 
my power of the preſent opportunity ; and 1 
can with truth "a hy that as much attention 
has be n paid to the ſick in the different gaols 
under my care as could have been beſtowed 
upon any private patient. I have viſited each 


| priſon under my inſpection twice a week, and 


ſometimes oftener when there was occaſion. 
For a month paſt there have been ſo very few 
ſick, * I ſeldom had occaſion to go above 

5 SED | CNCce 
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EE 
once in fix or eight days. At preſent there 
are only fix- perſons fick in all the gaols I 
Gig bt Tn offer Bt +1099 fs 
It is ſcarce to be credited that ſo much good 
could be done at fo ſmall an expence. Since 
the latter end of March, when I firſt began to 
viſit the gaols, to the fourteenth of September, 
three hundred and eighty perſons have been 
cured of various complaints, ' moſtly of the 

utrid kind; fix are now under cure; ſeven 
dead, three of whom died of the ſmall-pox ; 
two, I believe, are incurable, and were diſ- 
charged by the late inſolvent act; one till 
continues to take medicines by my direction, 
and is ſomewhat better; the other, with a 
broken conſtitution from intemperance, is far 
advanced in a dropſy, and was told not to 
apply to me, as. I could be of no ſervice to 
im. | 
I have omitted mentioning the names of the 
unfortunate people who have benefited from 
this charity, from a belief that the public 
Would think it right not to hurt their delicacy 
by publiſhing their names; but I have kept a 
regular report of the ſick in each gaol ſepa- 
rately, with an account of the days of viſita- 
tion, and the ſtate of the patients each time. 
The report is divided into columns; one con- 
tains the number of ſick, the ſecond the name 
of the patient, the third an account of the 
diſeaſe, and the fourth, which was ſubdivided 
for each viſitation, contains the ſtate of each 
patient when viſited. = "2 


The 
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The reports of the caſes, and the regular 


progreſs of the different cures, are in Sir 
Charles Whitworth's hands, who will ſatisfy 


any perſon deſirous of knowing more particu- 


larly every caſe, and thename of each patient. 


| Were people ſufficiently acquainted with the 


miſeries which our fellow creatures ſuffer in 
gaols, it would force the guſhing tear of pity 
to low down the cheek of every perſon that 


has the leaſt degree of humanity. But the 


_ ſpirit of charity and generoſity is in no country 
ſo conſpicuous as m England, where they 
need only to be properly informed where and 
how to exert theſe noble endowments, and 
none are certainly greater objects of compathon 
than ſick priſoners. 


4 


until it becomes almoſt inſupportable. It is 
impoſſible to deſcribe their real ſufferings. I 
only \wiſh people would viſit thoſe manſions of 
miſery, that they might ſee with their own 
Eten, what their fellow creatures ſuffer ; then 
they would be convinced that the account J 
give is not imaginary nor aggravated, but a 
melancholy matter of fact, which is too de- 
plorable for ingenuity to paint it worſe than it 
really 18. ye | 
The thought of viſiting a gaol is ſhocking 


to moſt people, and few have philanthropy 
enough to do it; therefore they have been 


ſuffered to run into the greateſt diſorder. 


This is not to be wondered at, when we con- 


ſider what kind of people conſtitute the . 
8 29 5 


0 


Ps — 6 — 


Sickneſs in gaol heaps diſtreſs upon diſtreſs, 


1 


1 


of the inhabitants of ſuch places, and to whoſe 


care they are committed, without any perſon 


to detect their abuſes and expoſe their wicked- 
neſs. It is well known what ſort. of people 
many of the jailors are; and when ſuch people 
are left to themſelves, what elſe is to be ex- 
pected but oppreſſion; debauchery and con- 


fuſion ? and how is this to be known ? People 


are as much afraid of a gaol as of a lion's den, 
and none go to it except when neceſſity com- 
pels. The unfortunate inhabitants, who 


know the truth of what is here advanced, 


while they remain in priſon, are awed into 
filence by the haughty conduct and power of 
the jailor : when they obtain their liberty, 


they are in hopes never to return to the man- 


ſions of wretchedneſs and miſery ; and being 


aſhamed to have it known that they. ever were 


in ſuch places, they impoſe upon themſelves 
a very culpable filence, and ſuffer the public 
to remain ignorant of the miſerable ſufferings 
of their fellow creatures languiſhing in gaol, 
deprived of liberty, and rendered {ſtill more 
wretched by illegal impoſitions and triumphant 
wickedneſs. | | „ 
Beſides the danger attending the viſitation 
of gaols, few, accuſtomed to any degree of 


cleanlineſs, could bear the ſtench of ſuch 


places, or ſtand the ſhock of ſuch miſery, 


Vagrants and diſorderly women of the very 


loweſt and moſt wretched claſs of human be- 
ings, almoſt naked, with only a few filthy 


rags almoſt alive and in motion with vermin, 


EO their 


. 


* 
1 


90 
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mon from the dampneſs of thoſe places. 


| l (i © } 
their bodies rotting with the bad diſtemper, . 


and covered with itch, ſcorbutic and venereal 


_ ulcers; and being unable to treat the conſtable 


even with a pot of beer to let them eſcape, 
are drove in ſhoals to gaols, particularly to 
the two Clerkenwells and Tothil-felds; there 
thirty, and ſometimes near forty of theſe un- 
happy wretches are crouded or crammed to- 


gether in one ward, where in the dark they 


bruiſe and beat one another in a moſt ſhocking 


| e morning, before the turn-keys at- 
tempt to open the doors of the different wards, 


which are more like the black hole in Calcutta 


than places of confinetnent in a Chriſtian 
country, they are obliged to drink a glaſs of 
ſpirits \to keep them from fainting, for the 
putrid \ ſteam or myaſma is enough to knock 
them down. They are very frequently ſeized 
with ſuch violent teachings, that nothing will 
lie upon their ſtomachs. The reaching, which 
ariſes from the putrid ſteam they ſwallow, 
continues ſometimes after repeated emetics. 
When the turn-keys are ſo affected by only 
opening the doors, what muſt the miſerable 
wretches, confined the whole night in ſuch 
putrid hot-beds of diſeaſe, ſuffer ! | 


There is rarely in a gaol any complaint that 


is not of a putrid nature, or ſoon acquires a 


putrid tendency, except itch, venereal infec- 
tion, pleuretic and other inflammatory diſor- 
ders from intoxication. In Clerkenwell and 
Ludgate, rheumatic complaints are very com- 


2 
| 
| 
\ 


n 

If a patient has the moſt putrid infectious 
complaint, in moſt of the gaols there is no 
| ſick ward for him; he lies amongſt the reſt of 
the priſoners, and ſome of them may, per- 
haps, be forced to lie within a few inches of 
his mouth, to receive the ſtrong infectious 
ſteam immediately from his lungs. I have 
often wondered that the plague does not break 
out from the gates of priſons, and ſweep off 
promiſcuouſly all before it. To poiſon per- 
ſons by the noxious effluvia of their own 
bodies, and by the abominable filth and naſti- 
neſs of priſons; to ſuffer people to loſe their 
lives for want of ſufficient room to breathe in; 
to deny them freſh air, the common bounty 
of heaven, upon which life depends, and to 
which rich and poor, good and bad, have an 
equal title, is the moſt wanton cruelty ever 
exerciſed upon the unfortunate, is a diſgrace 
to human nature, and a reproach to this coun- 
try. One would be tempted to think, from 
our preſent method of treating priſoners, that 
the loſs of a ſubject to the ſtate was not an 
object worthy the attention of the legiſlature. 
Their miſeries and wickedneſs do not warrant 
their being poiſoned. Puniſh them for their 
crimes, but do not maſſacre them without 
either law or juſtice. Who would not ſhudder 
at the thoughts of a fellow creature wantonly 
condemned to ſuffer by infected air, and de- 
nied the common benefit of heaven ? 

Who can make brick without ſtraw? What 
phyſician can preſerve health in a putrid air? 

C 2 Pure 


| 41 I 
Pure air is one of the greateſt ſources of health, 
and in an impure ſtate it is the moſt pernicious 
to the health of every living creature. Where- 


ever great numbers are crouded together in 
2 confined, unventilated places, which is 


the ſtate of moſt of the gaols J have viſited, 
the air is unwholeſome, and produces many 
diſeaſes; and if pure air be neceſſary for the 
healthy, it muſt Le much more ſo for the ſick. 
Want of cleanlineſs is almoſt an univerſal 
evil in gaols, and is the ſource of much ſick- 
neſs. Many of the diſeaſes amongſt the com- 
mon people out of priſon ariſe from naſtineſs; 


therefore the ſtricteſt attention ought to be paid 


to cleanlineſs, particularly in gaols; but by 
the preſent conſtruction of them, and our 
mode of impriſonment, filth and naſtineſs are 
unavoidable. e 

With the allowance of a penny loaf a day, 
a wretch cloathed in rags, eat up with vermin, 
tortured with ſcorbutic, rheumatic, and, for 
the moſt part, venereal pains, his body full of 
ſores, and loaded with fetters, which is a bar- 
barous, and, perhaps, illegal cuſtom, often 
falls a victim to cold, hunger, and diſeaſe. 
And in general the felons live better than the 


poor debtors; if they have money to pay, 
their irons are knocked off, for fettering is a 
trade by which ſome jailors derive conſiderable 


emolument. : | 
That there is a mixture of gencroſitꝭ and 


' ſome traces of goodneſs in ſome of the moſt 


wretched and abandoned of the human ſpecies, 


\ 1 | | appears 
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appears from the felons ſharing their food with 


one another. Thoſe that are connected with 


gangs fare well, and have great command of 


| money ; the reſt of the gang that are at large 


ſupply them plentifully, and ſend them a ſhare 
of their daily ſpoils. But the wretch uncon- 
nected with a particular gang, who has no 
receiver, is in a deplorable itate indeed. 
The receiver of ſtolen goods ſupports his 
cuſtomers in gaol with the rareſt and moſt 
expenſive things, and ſometimes allows them 
two or three ſhillings a day; and if they are 
experienced hands and good cuſtomers, they 


will ſpend fifty pounds in endeavouring to 


fave them ; but when they are condemned to 
two or three years impriſonment, their friends 


| ſoon get tired of them; then they are in a mi- 


ſerable condition, their rags ſo much wore as 
to be inſufficient to cover their nakedneſs; 
and upon the gaol allowance many of them 
muſt yearly periſh in Newgate, &c. if they 
did not ſhare their food with one another. 
Mr. Akerman, well known for his humanity, 
ſaves many of them from death. 
When a perſon, brought low by hunger, 
and confined in ſuch infectious places as our 
gaols are at this time, is ſeized with any 
diſeaſe, as a putrid fever, what hopes can be 
entertained of his recovery? And when the 
danger 1s over, it is well known that many 
have died from the want of ſome comfortable 
nouriſhment; for wholeſome nouriſhment, 
after the violence of the diſorder is removed, 
| | 8 


will do more ſometimes to recover the patient 
than all the medicines in the apothecary's * 
ſhop: An allowance of four or five pounds a "oy 
year to each gaol for a little nouriſhment, or a 
glaſs of wine occaſionally, would be of great 
uſe to the ſick. | | 
People hacknied in office are too often ſo 
unmoved and inattentive to the miſeries of 
their fellow creatures, that they act as if they 
were really indifferent with reſpect to the pre- 
ſervation of the unfortunate : they incloſe 
themſelves within the magic circle of cuſtom, 
and out of the beaten track they will not act. 
The frequent opportunities they have of view- 
ing the depravity and miſeries of their fellow 
creatures ſhould beget in them a very different 
way of thinking. They may perhaps ſay that 
their wicked and abandoned courſe of life has 
brought on their preſent ſufferings; it may be 
{o; £ they ſhould remember, that diſeaſe, 


cold, famine, nakedneſs, a contagious and 
polluted air, are not lawful puniſhments in 
the hand of a civil magiſtrate, nor has he a 
right to ſuffocate, poiſon, or ſtarve his fellow 
creature, though the greateſt of criminals. 
The hungry ſhould be fed, the naked cloathed, 
and the fick ſhould have medical aſſiſtance, and 
all ſhould enjoy pure and healthy air, and ſome 1 
fpace for exerciſe to preſerve health. | 1 


+= pn think that they have diſcharged 


the truſt committed to them when they ſepa- 


rate unworthy members of ſociety from the 0 
people y ſending them to gaol ; the judges ** 


\ think | ib 
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think they do their duty in trying them, and 
directing their puniſhment. The lord mayor 
and ſheriffs are only temporary magiſtrates, 
who with the indiſpenſably neceſſary duties of 
their office and their own private affairs, find 
their time ſo much engaged, that they have 
few leiſure hours to enquire into things not 
immediately before them in the rotation courſe 
of buſineſs. The judges alſo are too much 
engaged to enquire into, the ſtate of gaols; 
and when the court directs a gentleman to viſit 
the priſon, and examine into the internal go- 
vernment, he is deceived, and kept from a 
true knowledge of it by the art of the jailor 
and his turnkeys, who fabricate a certificate 
of their own good behaviour and proper ma- 
nagement of the priſon, and get ſome of their 
dependents to ſign it. This they preſent to 
the viſitor as the voice of the priſoners, who 
are afraid to make known their real grievances. 
The viſitor takes it for granted that all is well, 
and thereby makes an erroneous report to the 
court. e 

The feelings of nature revert with horror at 
the thought of any negligence in a truſt of 
this nature; and to ſee mankind capable of 
ſuch depravity, to oppreſs their fellow crea- 
tures under ſuch circumſtances, and to become 
blood-ſuckers to prey upon the vitals of the 
indigent and miſerable, is ſhocking. 

The engine, which jailors make uſe of to 
keep their dejected ſlaves filent, and which is 
very dreadful to a poor man, is arbitrary exac- 
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tions under various pretences. Some have been 


obliged to ſell their cloaths to ſatisfy the de- 


mands of the lobby; while others, 8 or 


unwilling to comply with ſuch extortion, have 


remained priſoners for a confiderable time with 
their diſcharges in their pockets. No act of 

arliament, rule of court, or mandate of ma- 
giſtrates, will avail againſt the avarice, ex- 
tortion and barbarity of gaolers; and if their 
fees are not utterly aboliſhed, regulations of 
every kind will prove inſufficient, and even 
inſpectors will find it a difficult taſk faithfully 
to 5 their duty. What will not artful 
villainy, armed with power of ſuch a nature, 
not do? I do not accuſe all gaolers; on the 
contrary, ſome, no doubt, make a conſcience 
of doing their duty as far as the preſent 20 
and regulations enable them. 

The baneful effects of our preſent nb po- 
lice are diffuſed far and near, and ſome ſpeedy 
remedy is abſolutely neceſſary. It is a morti- 
fication in the very vitals of the conſtitution, 
and a reformation in this particular would 


neceſſarily produce many beneficial © cotiſe« 


quences with reſpect to the eſtabliſhment ef à 
— police in general. Every individual is 


intereſted in forwarding ſuch a plan; fo at 


preſent our priſons for debtors are places of 
extortion, oppreſſion, diſtreſs and debauchery. 

And our felons are too much neglected from 
their commitment to their puniſhment, and 
are confined in places where filth and naſtineſs 


accumulate to a degree threatening contagion. 
Our 
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Our gaols are by no means ſufficiently large, 
nor properly divided into apartments to ac- 
commodate the number of priſoners ſent to 
them ; they are become nurſeries for thieves 
and proſtitutes: Shall we then neglect to 
remedy ſuch grievous calamities? Shall we 
ſtarve and poiſon our fellow creatures; con- 
tinue inattentive to the rational means of 
correcting and reforming the abandoned, and 
ſuffer them to periſh by their own wickedneſs, 
becauſe they have been ſo long neglected ? 
No! every impulſe of the heart, every dictate 
of the underſtanding, every precept and prin- 
ciple of Chriſtianity, call loudly upon us to 
repreſent thoſe evils; which ſtand ſo mucli in 

need of amendment. : Ft 
The benevolent Mr. Howard has taken an 
infinite deal of pains to come at a perfect 
knowledge of gaols, and will ſoon publiſh 
his diſcoveries; which cannot fail to awaken 
the attention of the legiſlature, and prevail 
upon them to apply fome effectual remedy for 
ſo alarming grievances. * For what national 
object can with more reaſon claim the atten- 
tion of the public, or engage the wiſe councils 
of a Britiſh ſenate? What can be of greater 
conſequence to a nation, or greater glory to a 
king, than to prevent the wretched from be- 
ing ſtill, more fo, to reclaim the profligate and 
abandoned, and to render them uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety, to defend the lives and liberties 
of the innocent, and to make the criminal's 
puniſhment contribute to the general good of 

ſociety? ä 

5 The 
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The legit] ature cannot devote a part of their 
time to a work more advantageous to ſociety, 
more humane and benevolent in its nature, 

than a thorough reformation of the police of 
gaols. That part of the police has been 
Picherro ſo little attended to in this kingdom, 
that they have run into a ſtate of confuſion, 
and preſent to the view ſuch a picture of 
miſery and wickedneſs, as certainly would not 
have been fo long permitted. in a Chriſtian n 
country, if the legiſlature had been earlier * 
made acquainted with the ſubject. A bare 
narration of facts would 1 excited their 
attention to endeavour to apply a remedy for 
ſuch abuſes. To their humanity and diſcern- 

ment this matter will no doubt be ſoon referred, 
and \from their wiſe deliberations the public 
may expect regulations of very great conſe- 
quence to every individual, as all ranks of 
ple are concerned in it. 

i for my fellow creatures, and a 
deſire to ſerve the public by giving a true 
account of the miſerable ſtate of the priſons 

which have come under my inſpection, by 
laying before them the unwarrantable tranſac- 
tions and cruel oppreſſions under which pri- 
ſoners at preſent groan, without any proſpect 
of relief but from a parliamentary enquiry 
and interpoſition, were the motives for this 4 
publication, which was at firſt drawn up for 
the uſe of the committee, to let them know 
how far their charitable intentions had been 3 
anſwered by the application of - the money | 

I ahppropriated 
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appropriated for the payment of the apothe- 
caries bills for medicines ſent to ſick priſoners 
under my care. The public at the fame time 
will be convinced, from the experiment their 
_ compaſſionate donation has enabled me tomake, 
what good will ariſe from a permanent eftabliſh- 
ment for the relief of ſick priſoners. Such an 
inſtitution ſpeaks to the heart of every feeling 
man; humanity pleads for it, and juſtice ſteps 
forth its advocate. Till fo defirable and happy 
an end can be accompliſhed, if a temporary 
ſubſcription be thought neceſfary to continue _ 
this charity, and to extend it to the fick con- 
fined in county gaols, the public will no doubt 
reach out their generous aſſiſtance. 

The 28th of March, 1776, I began my 
viſitation of the gaols in and about London, 
to afford medical aſſiſtance to the ſick, to ſee 

in what ſtate they were with reſpect to freſh 
air and cleanlineſs, and to obſerve whether the 
regulations directed by ſeveral acts of parlia- 
ment were obſerved. I was guided in my 
obſervations by the following clauſes of the 
different acts. 5 | 
By the 22 and 23 Car. II. cap. 20. and 32 of 
Geo. II. the lord chief juſtices, lord chief baron 
and juſtices of the peace, in their ſeveral juriſ- 
dictians, and all commiſſioners for charitable 
uſes, are directed to do their beſt endeavours and 
diligence to examine and find out the ſeveral 
legacies, gifts and bequeſts beſtowed and given 
for the benefit and advantage of the poor pri- 
ſoners for debt, in the ſeveral gaols and pritons 
D'2, oo 
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in this kingdom; and to fend for any deeds, : 
wills, writings and bobks: of A und what: 


ſoeyer, and any perſon ' or- perfons concerned 


therein, and to examine them upon oath; ta 


make true diſcovery thereof, and the ſame ſo 
found out and aſcertained, to order and ſettle 
in ſome manner and way, that the priſoners 
hereafter may not be defrauded, but receive 
the full benefit thereof, according to the true 
ri of the donors. That the rates of fees 


and government of priſons be ſigned by the 


lord chief juſtice, &c. and hung up in ſome 


conſpicuous place in every gaol, fairly written, 


where the priſoners may have eaſy reſort 
thereto without fee. 
Theſe two clauſes are confirmed or repeated 
2 Geo. II. where it is further enacted, that 
en ſhall permit priſoners to ſend for victuals 
what place they pleaſe, and to have ſuch 
bedding, &c. as they ſhall think fit; that none 
but lawful fees be taken of priſoners, and a 
table to be made of the fees, and to be hung 


up in every gaol; that the courts at Weſtmin- 


ſter every Michaelmas term enquire after the 


fee and orders, and at the aſſizes to give ſuch | 


inquiſition in charge to the grand] 
In the ad of Geo. II. Fl was e 

appointed by the Houſe of Commons to en- 
quire into the ſtate of the gaols in this king- 
dom, and report the fame, with their opinion 
thereon, to the houſe. Mr. Oglethorpe, from 


the committee appointed to enquire into the 


ſtate of t the gaols, made ſeveral reports of 
> | many 


1 
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many grievous abuſes practiſed in the Fleet, 
Marſhalſea, and King's Bench; in conſequence 
of which many uſeful regulations were en- 
acted. 1 pr | 
By the 24 Geo. II. cap. 40. No licence ſhall 
be granted for retailing ſpirituous liquors with- 
in any gaol or priſon ; and if a gaoler ſhall fell, 
lend, uſe or give away, or ſuffer the ſame, he 
ſhall forfeit an hundred pounds.' And a copy 
of the three clauſes in the ſaid act ſhall be 
hung up in each gaol, on pain of the gaoler 
forfeiting forty ſhillings. *o© 

By the 43 Eliz. cap. 2. ,11 Geo. II. cap. 20. 
and 12 Geo. II. cap. 29. The juſtices in Eaſter 
ſeſſions ſhall ſet down what ſums ſhall be ſent 
out of every county or place corporate, for the 
relief of the poor priſoners of the King's Bench 
and Marſhalſea, ſo as there be ſent out of each 
county yearly twenty ſhillings at the leaſt to 
each of the faid priſoners, to be paid by the 
high conſtables out of the general county rate, 
to two ſuch treaſurers, or one of them, as by 
the more part of the juſtices of the county 
ſhall be elected to be treaſurers; which trea- 
ſurers, on the firſt day of Trinity- term yearly, 
ſhall pay over the ſame to the lord chief juſtice 
of England and knight marſhal, or to whom 
they ſhall appoint, taking their acquittance for 
the fame; or in default of the chief juſtice, 
to the next moſt antient juſtice of the King's 
Bench, equally to be divided between the 
priſoners of the King's Bench and Marſhalſea 


By 


priſons, 


\ 622) 
FA By 14; Geo. III. cap. 59. The walls and 
ceilings of the ſeveral cells and wards, both 
of the debtors and felons, and alſo of any 
other rooms uſed by the priſoners in their 
reſpective gaols and prifons, where felons are 
uſually confined, to be ſcraped and white: 
waſhed once in the year at leaſt; to be reguk 
larly \ waſhed and kept clean, and conſtantliyx 
ſupphed with freſh air by means of hand ven 
tilators or otherwiſe ;' two rooms in each gaol þ 4 
or priſon, one for the men and the other for- 
the women, to be ſet apart for the fick priſon- 
ers, to be removed into ſuch rooms as ſoon as 
they ſhall be ſeized with any diſorder, and kept 
ſeparate from thoſe who ſhall be in health; a 
warm and cold bath, or commodious bathing- ©: 
tubs to be provided in each gaol or priſon, and 
the [priſoners to be waſhed in ſuch warm or 
cold baths or bathing-tubs, according to the 
condition in which they ſhall be at the time, 
before they are ſuffered to go out of ſuch gaols 
or. priſons upon any occaſion whatever. This 
5 act to be painted in large and legible characters 
upon a board, and hung up in ſome eonſpicu- 
ous part of each of the ſaid gaols or priſons. 
An experienced ſurgeon or apothecary, at a 
ſtated ſalary, to attend each gaol or priſon 
reſpectively, who ſhall report to the juſtices 
by whom he is appointed, at each quarter 
ſeſſions, a ſtate of the health of the priſoners 1 
under his care or ſuperintendance. Cloaths 
to be provided for the priſoners when the 
Juſtices fee occaſion. That the juſtices prevent 
9 | priſoners 
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priſoners from being kept under ground, when- 
ever they can do it conveniently ;| and to make 
ſuch other orders, from time to time, for re- 
ſtoring or preſerving. the health of priſoners as 
they thall think neceſſary, ' And if any gaoler 
or keeper of any priſon ſhall at any time ne- 
glect or diſobey the orders of ſuch juſtices, 
made in purſuance of this act, he may be pro- 
ceeded againſt in a ſummary way. 

Apothecaries are appointed for ſome of the 


gaols, but their ſalaries are greatly too ſmall 


to enable them to do juſtice to the ſick under 
their care. With the preſent allowance I de- 
= clare they cannot afford attendance and the 
> medicines abſolutely neceſſary to one half of 
the ſick. When I firſt viſited the gaols, I 
found ſome of them ſo fickly, that they ap- 
eared more like hoſpitals for ſick patients 
than gaols for priſoners. When I. expreſſed 
my ſurprize that they ſhould undertake. ſuch 
a charge with ſalaries ſo inadequate, they told 
me that if they refuſed, others would do it, 
therefore they did as much ſervice as they 
could, but had daily reaſon to be ſorry to find 
they were able to do fo little; and that an ap- 
plication from them would, they ſaid, avail 
little. What a ſhame is it that the profits of 
a gaoler ſhould be from one to ſeveral thou- 
ſand pounds, while many of the priſoners 
have not the abſolute neceſſaries of life, and 
pine away in ſickneſs, without the means 
which Providence has appointed for their 
relief! Is this Chriſtianity ? Do we entirely 
e forget 
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berg et that we are brothers created by tlie 


fan: God for the fam *. ut I leaye to 
the ore that, Ki 17 tell him were ſu- 
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can only be intended where the officer ha 75 
reaſon, to fear an OE. ; as where the pri oner 
is 4 85 or mal 
poſe; but otherwiſe 
mon practice of g 


rs, it ſeems alt Ygether 


uowarrantable, and contrary t: ff 6 ones 


and. humanity of edi Jaws of, Lees nd, by 
which gaolers are proidg en. 1 55 ri- 
ſoners to any pain ens. Lale Pore 2 
And Lord Coke, 2 Inſt. 381. is a 
by the common law it might not be Abe 
1. II. H. 601. 
Felons are for the moſt part in bad habit 
of body, and their irons frequently occaſion 
ſores, which are very troubleſome to cure; 
la Lid ferters ſhould be uſed as ſeldom as 
Co TD 3: . 
"Tg mentioned: ſome of the principal 
and ene reſpecting gaols, I ſhall 
cad give a ſhort account of the ER. 
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waſhed ſince the act of 14 Geo. III. The walls 
and ceilings are not carefully waſhed, ſcraped, 
and white-waſnhed. No ventilators, and little 
occaſion for them, as the priſon is airy and 


of priſoners. There are only 16 wards, of 
which 5 are ſingle rooms for apprentices. 
All tlie wards are boarded: ' No furniture; 
beds, &e. allowed, except at the private ex- 
pence” of the gaoler. There are ſometimes 
150 priſoners confined in this gaol at one 
time: The ſick have no ſeparate room. There 
are no baths or bathing-tubs: An apothecary 
calls occafionally, particularly before the quar- 
ter ſeſſions, to report the ſtate of the fick to 
the jaſtices. Forty-five priſoners have' been 
cured, and four are now under curmme. 


ſet of objects; ſome of the very loweſt order 
of abandoned women, covered with filth and 
vermin, eat up with the bad diſtemper, and 
broke dowh by every ſpecies of intemperance. 
Debtors, felons, fines, and diſorderly people, 
are all huddled together: The apprentices 
ſometimes amuſe themſelves at beating hemp. 

The inconveniencies (according to the pre- 
mon With others Which I have viſited, are a 
want of a certain adequate allowance of food, 
more regular medical attendance, a ſick ward, 
535 E , ſome 


order ol Court, "fairy #772. ee 
The rooms and Wards have been once white- 


well fituated, though too ſmall for the number 


The priſoners in this gaol are a miſerable 


ſent regulations) attending this gaot in com- 
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ſome cloaths or e for thoſe that come 


L. almoſt liter JW I ance 
for hece aer ch ich' cann ot . Alla m edi- 


cines) a clergyman 10 rradi ipnayers, frequent 
lime waſhing and painting, more ſpace, more 
dibiſions and ſubdiviſions to ſave * 


themſelves; GC: 11 1.050 A1 7 
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ation) ſome going out; while others are brought 


in, that it is impotible>torkgep it free from 
itch, \Glth' and vermin- but by enlargement 
and — [1t::15 wafable ab being 


rendered very airy, clean and healthy.e bo: 


The preſent keeper is a ſoben- careful, and 
pious man; reads prayers: and exhòrts the pri- 
loners every day, and ſometimes oftener: by 
ſuch a conduct he tames the fierce and aban- 
doned ſavage, and makes thoſe hardened 


wretches aan a decent deportment, which 


is a very rare thing in moſt of the other gaols, 


where they appear like ſo many diſorderly 

fiends,” cloathed with wickedneſs, and Neeled 
with daring. effrontery. He complains that it 
is out of his power to keep them from rioting 
and drunkenneſs, particularly on Sunday, when 
numbers of their friends and aſſociates come 
to them ; and wiſhes that an order of Court 


Was made to forbid every perſon coming to A 


gaol 1 Jon Saturday afternoon and Sunday, ex- 
de clergyman and Phyſician. de 
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Docu Der 90 0H 21.9  ITSITQASTE 1%, 
An this prifonqthera art ro wards for felons, 
and 7 for . and between 90 and 100 fe- 
lons and 30 or more debtors ſometimes confin- 
ed. The act of 14 Geo. III, an account of cha- 
rities from 1555 to 17265 Hated 17423 alſo a 
table of fees dated 19% and the clauſes, of 

the act againſt; ſpirituousl liquors are hung up. 
No furniture, beds, &. are provided for the 
iſoners. The men ande women, | debtors 
and felons; are properly ſeparated. There are 
two bathing-tabs, 2 the wards were white- 
waſhed in January laſt; but being lined e 

wood, it would "Sar anſwered. better to pail 
them green. Each priſoner has 1 4d. loaf 
a day. A clergyman faithfully attend, and 
takes great pains to give the felons: 4 ſenſe 
of their crimes. An apothecary carefully 
attends, but there have been few lick fince I 
_— to viſit. The gaol i is pretty clean and 
A decent place for a chapel, eee 


ere ſubdiviſions, &c. are Ns 
5 ibn! ß | 


_ MARSHALSBA. 


Fx this priſon there are no baths or bathing- 
tubs; Few of the rooms are white-wathed ; 
no at hung up; nor is any other regulation of 
14 Geo. III. obſerved. There is no table of 
Charities. There are 54 rooms on the maſter 
fide, and 6 large rooms on the common fide, 
many of them with hardly a pane of glats in the 

2 windows: 
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windows: in one room 13 priſoners have been 


| 


confined] ſomeètimes 340 priſoners are ſhut up 


in this gaol. A clergy Ham reads prayers once a 


day on Sunday, and dh apethiecary, appointed 
by the keeper, attends: both arè paid out of 
the fees, a table of Which is to be feen in 
the deputy keeper's room. Eighty- five pti- 
ſoners have been cared during the time I have 
viſited this gaol. No felons, except pirates, 
are confined here. Several priſoners occupy 
rooms, who might have taken the benefit of 
the laſt inſolvent act; and one priſoner has been 
eighteen years in gaol, which is very incon- 
venient when the priſon is crouded, and many 
obliged to lay in one room. The place is in 
bad repair, and the ſtairs ſo dark and ruinous, 
that it is dangerous to go up and down without 


a candle. The deputy-keeper is pretty atten- 


tive to prevent riots and confuſion as far as he 
is able) and the priſoners give ſome proofs of 
his 'haminity ; yet there are grievances which 
ought'to be looked into. 5 1 0. 

There is a conſtant fluctuation in the Mar- 
ſhalſea; moſt of the priſoners are confined for 
ſmall ſums, and ſeldom remain long. More 


uſeful mandfacturers and ingenious artiſts and 


their families are diſtreſſed, and even ruined 


= 


* 


| e cv ſuits, frequent arreſts and impri- 


ſonment from the Marſhalſea court, than from 
any other court in the kingdom. Ten thou- 
ſand writs are ſuppoſed to be yearly iſſued out 
of its office in Clifford's-Inn, and above one 
thouſand perſons enter in a year into that old 

8 | ruinous 


0 0 1 | nate If 
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EZ rvinous priſon. Ten thouſand, writs may cauſe 
the diſtreſs, even ruim of; fit thouſand ſub-. 
jects in a year, ingluding:: huſbands, wives, 
Children, relations, , If one inferior court 
iſſues ſuch a number of proceſſes, hat muſt 
the deſtructive and fatal conſequences, of pro- 
bably fifty or an hundred thouſand writs, ftom 
all the ſuperior courts and other offices be, for 
that barbarous and impolitic purpoſe of arreſts: 
9 and impriſonment, V Soc Bachs 
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In this gaol there is no act, except a written 
copy of the clauſes in the act againſt ſpirituous 
liquors, hung up. A written table of fees is 
hung up, and figned by George Garred, 
XZ keeper. In every priſon in and about London 
the priſoners take garniſh, and are, I believe, 
= encouraged in this practice by the 'tap-keeper, 
becauſe the money is ſpent in beer. In this 
priſon there is a written order, that if any 
= prifoner refuſes to pay two ſhillings and ten- 
= pence halfpenny as garniſh, he ſhall have his? 
4 property taken from him, and lodged in the 
> keeper's hands until the ſame be paid. 

In this priſon every regulation in the act of 
14 Geo. III. is neglected, There are no cha- 
rities or charitable donations belonging to it. 
The number of priſoners ſeldom exceeds 
forty. On the common fide there is one large 
room for the men, and another for the wo- 
men. Both rooms are lined with wood, airy, 


and 
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| 0 Ho 9005 5 es e firſt of Ke 


V Ea is th 36 199 bf prior on; of Hike Baron Cour urt 


and is private 
þ 125 291 e 5 Thurſday: c 


| 0 oh 9050 kr As 
505 Har one once i wee S, N29 21 10 


1 4. 1185 Ct! Pe mo; 40 b2162 nod 545. 
TOW.E 1 Libs R Eee 


Co 16 Oil rilinous, ang 5 1 en 
8 25 5 onfinement c of Aer, 


i! 19 OI 
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la chid aol there is no white-waſhing, 
ſcrapi aa. Sc. no ſick ward, no baths or bath- 
ing=tt no medical aſſiſtance. The > of 
14. Go. H III. is not hung up, but the clauſes 
he 7 againſt ſpirituous liquors, and” a 
table of K are. A book of orders for 
the civil” overnment of the priſon, fi l ned. by 
the 1heri, , a book of legacies and C 2 55 
and 4 daily minute- book of the tranſaRions 
relative to the priſon, are kept by the gaoler. 
A clergyman officiates on Sunday, a 9 5 re- 
Fr 4.65 the fick. Ar charities 4 hg 
1 L. 60 a year, es a ſixpenn d 
ten ſtone of N 5 Ten ee 
_ and eleven rooms. The number © 
By Priſoners 


4 — — if EY — 0 —— f 


| (4) 
ſeldom excerd 45: g felons & Are 
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3H prifpn 181 
* 4 Fr 4 it 7 d to L 10101121 
Mo ior He g e 1 1 
ww” Here the 8 Th ut u p Fi: en 
00 80. every nig The Place 18 clean F and 
de rooms deer 5 710 f e the 5 
XZ atioh is damp and ee The priſpnes 
2 are frequently ſeized 1 ce ech 
os fevers, which h are Tor Stig S Very tedious a 


1 105 iH 
1 tröübleſome to 9 5 an i Xn cut re the pa- 
tient is very liable ee 


pe" wenty- five 

have been cured f C 2 85 moſtl of the 

2 rheumatic kind. le z& and turkey are 

"2 reful ropes 20g preſerve St; order 

. e's Obie 15 The e e is a ] humane 

ot; gh man, and much eſteemed by the priſon- 
ers. There is lOmetines a ſcarcity of a 
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4 - The table of fees and the act again ſt ſpi- 
me rituous 1iquors are hung up, but et | 1 at 5 
13 2 3 > 
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134. Seo. III. is not, nor are any of the .F 
= lations | in that act for preſerving the healt ok 
"> priſoners.obſerved. There are 61 rooms an 
© 24 wards. The number of priſoners from ane 
= to 308. The priſon is dark, confined, ill- 
1 1 and full of filth and ame Nan 
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There, arg ned Socher arne rend 


N e bes eianfedlecbet: 
tend ance z no Act is hung up, and the table of 


fees is in the © e i 1 om, 
but it 18 5m oel e ene ſick 
May tei pnt d tf t Henn the commom fide 
Ie eee eee omét Beſides 
I WEIR Ray adrerdhiier” wards for 


| in Ws Won. Cort tables — 5 
are at this tint framꝰ 4ü0 olf 


el TE: priſon 2 — ditty, old eonH,Gd, 
and. beende. Eighty-ninb have 


| been cure d ſome of very dan; erous ꝓutrid 


feverg, and one lies extremely ill of at patrid 
fever, Hut of the number of fick:one: ogy 

4. A madman, Who was a crown priſbher;. 
and could not take the benefit of thier 


| 3 5 mor could be got out, was ſπτ * 


frong rom, where he lay nakedii 

ing tore his cloaths, and died ſuddenly/ II 
When I fir. viſited this gaol; the qwiforers 
were very fieklyy and ia putrid fever ſuemeu to 
threaten great fleſtruction. Frwwerelfres from 
itch, ſcürxy, . venereal complaints. and vurmift: 
FU and maſlineſs covered the. placenandiies 


one, diforanel pecple, 410 crammtd ee 
er in one Ward in thadsy; andi at nigkti lie 
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dirty boards maſt uſt fot 
10 18 this fie gad den 


ſwine. riot, drunkenneſs, laſs 
phemy and back ry echo from the walls; 
Belmneſt and wie oof within them, 


1 3 4 
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CLERKENWBLL \BaipeweLL, ., TE 


3 This priſon i is in moſt reſpects rather worſs-- 
than the Poultry. No white-waſhing. ſcrap= 
ing, &c. Neither the act of 1 Geo. III. nor 
W's | the clauſes againſt ſpitituous liquors, hung up. 
No charities of-chdritable donations belong to 
this priſon. The table of fees is hung up. 
Taue apprentices cells have been onee white= 
waſhed ſince the act for preſerving the'health 
* of priſoners paſſed. There are twelve wards, 
one half for men, and the other for women; 
1 ſix rooms for apprentices in the day, and 
as many for them to ſleep in. The number 
ol priſoners ſeldom exceeds 180. The wards 
are dark, diſmal, ' and watit air. There are 
no ventilators nor bathing-tubs. To attem 
to waſh and keep clean the ragged Wilerable 
ere that are ſent to the two priſons of 'Clerk- 


enwell, would be fruitleſs, except they are firſt 
ſtript of their naſty rags, and cloathed in ſome 
uniform dreſs. The ſheds under which the 
4 priſoners ſhelter themſelves in the day, are 
low, narrow, damp, and confined. The gaol 
Y I is repairing, and to be enlarged. Men and 
9 vomen are ſeparated by a brick wall; but 
debtors from the Court of Requeſts, commonly 
1 E the Court of Conſcience,” and from the 
L F Tower 
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and one for the women, The men and wo- 
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men are ſeparated by1a brick walk. The ſheds 
where the priſonbraſ grep. into in the day are 
priſon is large, ais, dlean, and very 'com- 
pletely finiſhed, but upon the preſent de- 
ſtructive plan of congregating priſoners to- 
ther. Mr. Barnfather, a very worthy and 
umane gentleman, has tagen a great deal of 
trouble to inſpect the building of this priſon. 
The priſonèers in [this gal, being moſtly 


OD nene e h EY 
e eee eee. 
e e 
enwell, with only this difference, that the pri- 

n the two Clerkenwells are more af 


ſoners in t. cl s are more 

7a 444 4329 ed 13 1 inne Aline ee ö 
50580 with rheumatic than pitrid fevers.” Tn 
both, places nothing is to be ſeen hüt cold, 

F EST =o ig $4 » 4 ö ne Si 3 ah 7 #{j OO , 
hunger, miſery, vice and diſeaſe. In no aol 
where I have been have the felons, delinquehts 
and diſorderly people, even a handful of ftraw 


mY 


LR 73... | | SJE HI 34 TO 
to lie upon, but are, crammed” together like 


ſheep in a fold, and even in a worſe condition, 
for th "2 | pes 
 Congregating priſoners together is the rock 
upon which many fouls are ſhipwrecked. No 
communication can be ſo bad for a petty thief 
as a great one, therefore the petty criminal 
ſhould; be guarded with the utmoſt care from 
the poiſonous breath of wretches more, aban- 
doned, than himſelf. For what fort of conver- 


1 


1eep have their ſtraw to lie upon. 
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ſation gan there be amongſt ſuch people? 


Such communication trains up many to the 
gallows, and lets looſe a multitude of thieves 
Ss more 
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Two bathing-tubs, and one room appt6ffritited 
for the ſick, who have an apothecary occa- 
fionlllly to { vifit > thent.! iht ick Aperſons 
ve. been cured. under m care. None are 
Irefen yg here are” fix wards for 
enn and. Kue for che w women, alk bicked 
1. Ng wocd, d. One ward for apprentices, 
df al 5 off. Hein the reſt of the priſon.” The 
mind t priſoners ſeldom exceeds forty- 
- three, "T1 ere are no charities and chititable 
_ donatic 'belongi ging to Bridewell, St; George's 
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| i ES for ſhons, &c. are ſent here, where 
1 ; ome are ſentenced to ten Veste im- 
Fay F Noa From cold: and hunger they faffer 

0 Rin 1 1 0 has 1 xd. loaf A (day. 

5 omen are very Preperly ſepa- 
"x 95 Bl of * 5 is ſtill too little | ſpate,” too 
e vin * and“ the wards: are not kept 
At kin mall e 5 ence this pricbr frlg $ 

018 mat very complete for the puniſh of 
8 zuck 57 people. No debtor or 
felon 8 be ſent ny '&f the Bridewells. 
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01 The clau! ſes, in the act 15 e ſpit upus 
guar, and the gg g n S 0p. 
At the general quarter ſons oF 50 
| gef our Sovereign ord * K 175 

the town and borough. 9 0 908 nwark at 
MI Court-houſe on St. Margaret's Fra: Wi thin the 
town and boraugh, on E 1 the 87 | Hay y of 

January: in the twenty-firſt 9 1 5 
gf, our. Sovereign LY CEE 15 os 8 dir 

Robert Ladbroke, Kant. ! or oy Sy 1 he 0 

of London, John Stracy, Eſq; recorder of the 

city, and other of the fellow j I {tices of of, the ag 
1 Lord the King; and 1 15 car aha, de 
= mine. diverſe felonies, treſp Golf ande 10 5 55 
© | bade, ten Within t 
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n yet unſettled, fob want. whereof diverſe 


iinpofitions ms j actrueltolpbor T priſoners there- 
in e ſettling and! eftablſhing the fame, 


It is ordered, that the ke eper-or'y gadler of the 


laid pfiſon ſhall or OM We of every priſbner 
{© cared as aforeſaid the followi AF and 
no more; that is te ſay, For lng of 
every priſoner for felony,” treſpaſs, aſſault, or 

other 'miſdemeaniour;” IIS. 4d. For tad 


night's lodging,” 6d. To the turnkey for the 


diſmiſſion of every ſuth priſoner, 18. For 
every perſon — by a” peace offfcer for 
fafe cuſtody until hearing can be had before a 
magiſtrate; 28. There are nine wards for 
the men and two for the women, and ſome- 
times fixty or more confined in this priſon. 
There is no table of charities, but 65 penny 
loaves are ſent to the priſoners every 8 weeks. 


Felons and debtors, men and women, are all 


jumbled together. No clergyman, no medi- 
cal ANODE. no baths or bathing-tubs ; 
the act of 14 Geo. III. is not hung up, nor 
is any fegulation in that act for preſerving the 
Resch 855 Yiſoners obſerved: Fourteen ſick 
priſoners under my care have been cured, and 
one now takes medicines. The priſon is ill- 
aired, dirty, unhealthy, old, and ſo ruinous, 
that I think there is great danger of its falling, 
and burying the wretched inhabitants in rs 
ruins.” ' This" priſon extends its juriſdictioh 
over five pariſhes. The bailiff of the Bord 
is the head keeper,” and is appointed by 


Ky and court of aldermen. Ihree 
attornies 


8 


C&W. 


= ad E Mts £5 : & AMIS. 3-4 | "2 
attornies belong to, this court. The lord= 


court, arid have por to baniſh, burn in the 
of the peace ſits every Monday at the Bridges 


Yard, to examine and commit. The ſteward's 


time of coming is uncertain; ſometimes he 


is abſent. a conſiderable time. The priſoners 
do not receive their; groats by the regular 
return of terms 4s at the King's Bench, and 
ſome complain that they, fe, for them long 


before they receive any thing. No priſoner 


under à debt! of . 10 can be removed from 
the Borough Compter to any other gaol by 
a habeas corpus. All theſe leſſer gaols ſhould 
be aboliſhed, and an uniform code of laws 
framed for the police of all gaols; for tlie 
laws of a kingdom ought to be general and 
uniform in a well regulated ſtate. | 


NEW PRISON, N wear E. 


This priſon is not yet finiſned. There 1s 
no act hung up; no baths or bathing*tubs. 
A ſurgeon attends regularly. This gaol is 
filled with naſty ragged inhabitants ſwarming 
with vermin, though Mr. Akerman, the keeper, 
is extremely humane, and aſſiduous in keeping 
the place as wholeſome as poſſible. The New 
Priſon of Newgate is built upon the old prin- 
ciple, of a great number being crouded to- 
gether into one ward, with a yard for them to 
aſſemble in the day, and a tap- room where 
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The pra- 


| enen. n, „ s * 


(- 49 ) 
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4d nib pen Herd 

\ diſtance from a town ; the: buildin 7 
cious, 9;pÞviate. the bad effects of a 

lation of infectious air, and e of 
breadth, rather than heighth; the wards ſhould” 
have many diviſions to keep the pritoners from 


aſſociating, Mig | 
Eyven' Within this rock of ſtreng th the bel 


barous ade of fettering is Leer- where 
there is no excuſe, or ſhadow of excuſe, for it. 
dice ſhould be utterly aboliſhed, and | 
no gagler ſhould have a power to put double," 
heavy or light irons, or any at all, accordin 
as the priſoner's; purſe is heavy or light. 1 
the walls and gaoler cannot prevent an had HR 
the a, ſhould be demoliſhed for its weakfleſs by 
and inſufficienqy, and the other diſcharge for v8 
his negligence. .; The infamous trade of hans 
is a diſgrace; to the nation, humanity” And 
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Ts tr jul a fufficient quantity of froth 
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i 10 Creatures While ian large. 

2 be, As 3 e ß 


0³ bobug er PRISON. 46 Me 
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Im this beiten che ne ache dr de | 
ſpirituous lg liquors}! a table ofirfees, charities, 
and;ru +2 of court, are hung up There are 
100 rome, and ſometimes 390 Prifopets. 
Noſhath or bathing-tubs, no Ne wackine⸗ : 
no. ſick-room, no | medical attendance, 
The act of 14 Geo. III. for preſervirig the 
health of priſoners and Preveftting tlie 8401 


he np mY 


diſtemper, is not hung up, nor any or the 
orders of the ſaid act obſerved This' act is 


much neglected every where, as nobody is ap- 


dun len to ſee it obeyed, and no! penalty is 
b ed to the omiſſion of it. This priſenis 


r tos {mall and confined; if the old Houſes 
in the front were pulled down, it would then 


be very airy. The ſtairs are very Airty, = |. 
_ ane preſerves. that degree f N : 7 


n hig on rom which: ſatisfies himſelf. I 


is Hleet. 78. patients: have ben used tiles 21 
my care, and one is now under cure The 


roosrupon the ground floor are dark, damp, 
and unhealthy. 
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was not a conſtant ſupply of water; that the 
rules then hung up were not legible; and that 
there was no place of meeting for the com- 
mittee, choſen from amongſt the priſoners for 
the quiet and peaceable government of tlie 
houſe amongſt themſelves, and to keep the | 2 


C i 


ſame clean and wholeſome. | _ _ 
In this gaol gaming and drinking ſpirituous 
liquors are not ſo much practiſed as at the 
King's Bench, and: the turnkeys are Pretty 
careful to prevent ſpirituous liquors from be- 
ing brought in, but the priſoners may drink 
E as 


ſl — — .. — — 
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i ky N 1 wh 
the quarrel when 
0 775 o9 « ming, an | after 8 Kerle 9 — 
NN athes, duſt, 
ved il e are collected inte 
5 „ Ant ® ecome exceeding 
8 the whole, there is er 
reater order, decency and ſobriety obſerve 
ge the F one than in Wy Kin 's Bench, though 
there are few hours of the night without riots 
and drunkenneſs; The warden i is ſaid to be a 
humane man, bat not unwüllingt to Uu hay 
a the ge ret a 
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KING's BENCH. 


In \ this 5 there are no baths or bathing. 


tubs; nor is any regulation of the act of 14 


Ong. III. obſerved. The ſaid act is nat hung 
Rules and orders for the better govern- 
. of the King's Bench priſon, made and 


ſigned the 25th of November, 1729; further 


rules, orders, &c. dated the 1oth of May, 1759 
and a table of fees ſettled and eftabliſhed*the 
16th of June, 1760, purſuant to an act for the 
relief of debtors with reſpect to the impriſon- 
ment of their perſons, are hung up. The 
common ſide priſoners have a building called 
the Court-houſe, containing three large rooms; 
they have likewiſe 24 ſeparate rooms belong- 
ing to them Twelve rooms are appropriated 
to the Crown priſoners. The State-houſe 
conte ns 12 rooms, which no priſoner is per- 
puteed, to occupy without money. No beds 
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* om 23 4 
mongſt the ene cee mon in moſt 
Kern 5 ae ee s made an ap= 
plication es time Ae C ourt of Coln- 14 
mon Pleas 5 * ee 1 905 , ſome. 0 ticular 
grievances, ſpe eit petition. , "The 
heads of the I . compfai t were, that 
the warden of the Fleet had granted for a 
term of years 2 leaſe, of ſundry public and 
private rooms, 48 the tap cellar, public kit- 


chen, public beer · rom, public, Wine - room, 
and about 17 other private room: 6% t Ce tapfter, 


5 


who refuſes the uſe of the | public wine-room, 


and lets the private ones at an exorbitant rent; 


that a table of fees was hot Hun p; that a 


free inſpection of the books relative to the 
commitment, diſcharge, and proceedings a- 
gainft priſoners, which by the rules are to lay 

in the public office of the clerk of the papers 
for the. inſpection and copying without fee, 
was refuſed ; that the kitchen of the common 
fide priſoners was not uſed as ſuch; that there 
was not a conſtant ſupply of water; that the 


rules then hung up were not legible; and that 


there Was no place of meeting for the com- 
mittee, choſen from amongſt the priſoners for 
the quiet and peaceable government of the 
— amongſt themſelves, and to keep, t the 
ſame Aledn and wholeſome. 

In this gaol gaming and dngking ſpirituous 
_ liquors). are not ſo much practiſed as at the 
King's \Bench, and: the turnkeys are pretty 
careful to prevent ſpirituous liquors from be- 
ing _ in, but the priſoners may drink 


as 


OP 
i Aer Son 


a very large. 1 1 


uch beer as they pleaſe, quarrel when 
they have a x mind, an an d s Kerle their 
:Gutes as they Can. The aſhes, duſt, &c. 
Kg: ſeldom remove 2 10 are Collected i into 
come excecding 

offenſive. e whole, there is much 
greater order, deer, and bret obſerved 


in the Fleet than in the Ring s Bench, though 
there are few hours of the night without riots 
and drunkenneſs: | The warden i is faid to be a 
humane man, e to make hey 
whe the ſun {hi —_ 5 kin 1 
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„ Ke BEN CH. I 
In this priſon there are no baths'or bathing: 


FP nor is any regulation of the act of 14 


Geo. III. obſerved. The ſaid act is nat hung 
up. Rules and orders for the better govern⸗ 
ment of the King's Bench priſon, made and 
ſigned the 25th of November, 1729 ; further 
rules, orders, &c. dated the 1oth of May, 1759; 
and a table of fees ſettled and eſtabliſhed the 
16th of June, 1760, purſuant to an act for the 
relief of debtors with reſpect to the impriſon- 
ment of their perſons, are hung up. The 
common ſide priſoners have a building called 
the Court-houſe, containing three large rooms; 
they have likewiſe 24 ſeparate rooms'belong- 
ing to them Twelve rooms are appropriated 
to the Crown priſoners. The State-houſe 
contains 12 rooms, which no priſoner is per- 


mitch, to occupy without money. No beds 
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- Fr Scarce any of thoſe ö humane and ſalutary 
a regulations 


ES ( 44') 


or furniture Are in theſt rooms. In the old 


buildings on the »maſters 2 lide" there are 84 
rooms, and in the new builtlings there aterGg 


in the body and A4 imthe wing! No bed or 


furniture, except grates, in any of theſe robms. 
Upon an average, there are about five hundred 

undred in the rules There is no ſeparate 
toom allowed for inen and women in caſe of 
ſickneſs not euen to thoſe ho have no room 
of their own; No medical affiſtatice is given 
to thè ſick. Thirty- ſix have been cured under 
my care, and a child how lies dangerouſly ill. 


wee in the King's Bench, and about one 


for the 


e there was an apothecary appoihted 


1 petitioned. to have each his own 
y 3 none has attended ſincè that 


time. Laſt winter the priſoners being very 


fickly; they found themſelves in very great want 


of ſome medical aſſiſtance; their diſtreſs at 


that time was ſo extremely great, that they 


unanimouſly agreed to petition Lord Mansfield 


and the reſt of the juſtices of his Majeſty's 
Court of King's Bench, praying to have a 


perſon appointed for the priſon to attend them 
in fickne 


and to adminiſter proper medicines 
for their relief; but the perſon employed te 


preſent the petition neglected to do it, and 
| ſeveral” priſoners have periſhed for want of 


fy JON 
£  &..A 


medical aſſiſtance. ' 


5 


. 
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(45 )' 
regulations ordered þy;{numbers of acts of 
parliament and tules of the Court of King's 
Bench are ever hfervedo or put in force by 
thoſt ho have the care and conduct of that 
priſon. The law äs mot-deficient ;/ but all the 


acts of parliament, rules of court, or orders 


of magiſtrates, will nt avail! againſt the eva- 
ſions, chicanery and oppreſſions of mercenary; 
avaricious, and tyrannical gaolers, without 
inſpectors frequently to go into every part of 


a gaol with ample powers to remedy every 


grievance, ancban entire abolition, as I have 
already obſer ved, of allffees. 8 Hit ,ot60 wir 
As the delinquencies of a gaoler, in any part 
of his duty, affect ſo ſeverely the diſtreſſed 
part of mankind, they ſhould be more rigo- 
rouſly puniſhed in a ſummary manner, for 
many important reaſons, from dictates of hu- 
manity and of good policy, according tothe 
ſentiments of every feeling man for diſtreſs. 
In the King's Bench no liſt or table of bene- 


factions is hung up, as directed by ſeveral acts 


of parliament made for the relief of priſoners, 
& c. ſince 22 and 23 Cha. II. cap. 20. Even 


the braſs plate fixed to a ſtone brought from 


the old priſon, and placed in the outſide wall 


of the preſent court-room at the building of 
the priſon, is now loſt, and no enquiry made 
after it. This was the only inſtance of a bene- 


faction being publicly exhibited in this priſon, 
and was done by the will of the donor, and 
not in purſuance of the act of parliament. 
None of the benefactions mentioned in Pen- 
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two terms, amount to two or more ſhillings 
a Week. Of this the ſenior priſoners in a 
junto, of whom, the lobby is moſt afraid, and 
with whom they endearour to be upon good 
terms, often get the beſt ſhare; and in return 
for that partiality, they endeavour to keep the 


junior priſoners: as „ of what 


5 belo be place ; naither have 
they 42 55 5 of *. — . hat little is 


6 1247 . Y 48 


N ties and allowances made by Par- 
liament ; and Court of King's Bench, to the 
priſoners, amount to full 4.400 a year, but 
of late years they have not received above 
95 yearly. As there is no liſt of fee 
ey naturally dwindle, and are forgotten. 
The .clerks of the Papers are ſtewards. of 
the common ſide, and receive their charities. 
Several entries are in the books of the common 
ſide (which are wretchedly kept) to fine com- 
mon Hide priſoners five ſhillings each time for 
revealing the ſecrets of the houſe, or of the 
amount « the. charities received by them. 
As this is a fact, can it be wondered at that 


no N of charities are ever hung up. as « 957 
rected by acts of parliament, or that any o 
them in courſe of time ate forgotten ? 
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If any priſoner be ſent ffemetie King's Bench 


to the New Gadt n gccbüht of anz igt 6r 


contrary to laws beföre ne is ſuffered to ooffte 


back. eilt JO OWT OI TOO! | 11190 

A fee of 11. 178. rod. for a diſcharge is 
demanded” and taken of thoſe' ptiſoners WHO 
are committed for puniſhment by Court for a 
certain time. The ſame fee is alſo taken of 
thoſe who are committed on judges warrants 
for perjury or ther ſuch crĩmes; no matter 
whether they arè releaſed on bail, diſcharged 
for want of proſecution, 'acquitted, &c. No 


ſuch fees are inſerted in the table of fees hung | 
up; nay, the laſt mentioned fees are taken 
_ expreſsly againſt 14 Geo. III. cap. 20, which 


ſays, © That every priſoner who now 18, Gr 
hereafter ſhall be, charged with any felony or 
other crime, or as an acceſſary thereto, befofe 
any court holding criminal jutriſdiction, Within 
that part of Great Britain called England and 
Wales, againſt whom no bill 6f indictment 
ſhall be found by the grand j ry, and Who, 
on hĩs or her trial, ſhall be acquitted; or who 
ſhall be diſcharged by proclamation for want 
of proſecution, ſhall be immediately ſet at 
large in open court, without the payment of 
any fee or ſum of money to the ſheriff, gaoler, 
or keeper of the gaol or priſon, from whence 
he or the ſhall be diſcharged and ſet at libefty 
by, for or in reſpe& of ſuch diſcharge!” 
The King's Bench has not been painted, 


White-waſhed, ſcraped or cleanſed for ſeveral 
5 years 
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(pear af ths Ende e Mar at” Acc rding 

pad og — Wa vor” 0 any 
ce en Been do the ſlat- 
5-4 Each priſoher Id c air, 12 
,n feom, t rotigh die i pag wee "Fen 15 © 

riated by rule of court for repairs, and _ 
As not intended for tie Mi ſhat's emo ument. 1 
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of ſix neig hboufing taft 3 1 pt 1Joners. 
This ary: 18 57 picked, and“ Sülz 85 
theſe ho arc under the influence bf the lobby 
and Keepers of gin-ſhops, with two or. [Bye 
young priſoners who are once called u 
merely to make them pay a bottle of wine a 
each oe coltage, as they term it. 

No notice is given when the coroner i ſit, 

f not even to the jury themſelves till they are 
called into the lobby. And the whole ar 1s 
conduRet' with fo much privacy, that if 

death ſhould happen in confequence of ch. | 
neglect or ilF utage of the Marſhal or "Keepers, 
or from other priſoners, the whole ay, be. 
eaſily ſmothered, and a verdict procured: as, is 
aft agreeable to the lobby. Mis is. F FE 

770 abuſe. 

Public notice ought to be given by the 
public « rier with his bell, three hours at. leaſt 
efore, and the ſame notice repeated. The 


jury 
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hould be invited to give 
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the deceaſed f 1 15 reſent. As it 18 now 


ma aged, a, perſon m 
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reported, was occahioned by. that meang. One 
e broke, another his leg, by fighting 
17065 runk ; a third had his ſhoulder diſlo- 
cated, and a fourth his elbow, by fighting... 


There have been no leſs than 30. gintſhops 


A one time in the King's Bench, and I have 
been credibly informed by very attentive ob- 
fervers, that upwards of two hogſheads or 120 
| gallons of gin, which they call by, various 
names, as vinegar, goſſip, crank, mexico, ſy- 
blue, &c. ſold weekly, belides other ſpirits 
in proportion. The beer conſumed upon an 
average amounts, by calculation, io eight 
butts a week; and from the 26th. of June ray 
the laſt clearance took place, 24 butts a week 
were drunk. 

The priſon in general has been very healthy 
ſince'the new building was opened; not any 
e number dying more than what 
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may naturally he ſuppoſed from the number 


confined. In this gaol intemperance is ex- 


tretnely prejudicial to the Health of the priſon- 
ers; when ſickneſs. comes upon them, their 


miſery and ſufferings are very great from a want 


of medical aſſiſtance; for ſickneſs accompanied 
with poverty finds neither pity nor relief here. 

No copy of the three clauſes of the act 
againſt retailing of ſpirits in gaols, is hung up, 
as directed by the ſaid act. Eyen the rules and 
orders of the Court of King's Bench are only 
hung up in the court-room of the common 
ſide, and no where elſe, though otherwiſe 


directed by the court. 

It is. pretended that the kitchen, which is 
a public building furniſhed and fitted up by 
government, is ſo far a private kitchen be- 
longing to the tap, that no. priſoner, who 


, 
- 


does. not, buy his beer at- the tap, has any 


right to have his victuals dreſſed there. The 


marſhal letts all the furniture of the kit- 


chen, ſuch as kitchen range, copper, &c. 
as well as the grates, benches, tables, &c. at 
the tap, to the 57; mu and poſitively affirms 
that government has not allowed, nor are 


there 5 coals by charity belonging to the 


priſon, although government has built a 
kitchen, fitted up a jack, large range, copper, 
&c. but the priſoners affirm that 72 chaldrons 
belong to the priſon, and that 22 chaldrons 
are not conſumed in the kitchen. 
When a priſoner is committed, the turnkey 
demands bs s. 8d. for fees which more _— 


1 
. 


( 3 

half of the ate rs, pay ö ay before they enter; 
but When the "oY ner. is Wiſe (charged, th whole 
fees, 1555 208. 1 Are demanded. If a pri- 
ſoner knows iy th he is to pay, he deducts 6s; 
and pays only. 148. 10d. for his diſcharge. 
Not one quarter of the oriſoners know this, 
but pay the whole fees of. 20 8. 10d. at their 
9 of it The ſociet for dilehwaing ſmall 
debts are often de Kan in t 1 His WAY » as ſome 
who apply to them hape paid 68. 3d. when 
committed, but the 77775 allows. 208. 10d. 
for commitment and discharge, which the 
ſociety PR. 

From the time a ited becomes poſſeſſed 
of a room, the marſhal is entitled to 18. 


week for chamber rent, which is ſeldom 7 


gularly paid, but moſt priſoners pay part. 
When the priſoner comes to be Scharocd, 
the turnkey demands 1s. a week chamber rent 
from the time of his firſt commitment.  Sel- 
dom any regard is paid to the time the priſoner 
was confined before he became poſſeſſed of a 
room, or to the money he may have paid on 
account. If any thing leſs than the firſt de- 
mand is taken, the priſoner muſt ſet the turn- 
key right, and prove his payment, as well as the 
time he got the room. An ignorant or incau- 
tious man is often impoſed upon by this means, 
I am informed there is the ſum of V. & a year 
allowed outof the county rates for a chapel clerk. 
That money is not paid to him; ; and the prin- 
cipal emolument he receives, is by collecting 
6d, a head from as many of the priſoners as 
2 he 
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every night afterwards ; or if two lie in a bed, 
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be van, 6 EETEOY IR dus 
to Ramon their Hut coltnividment 3: and uw, 
thret ot four ſhiddins Hlerbeſti from thoſt ho 
lie in che Chapel. Pitseit Stedorug os olds 


herd are fit heds in the room aver — i; 
_ 16 


be ſome of coſe originally fdund by the. a 
ſha}; according cite tho Court of 
Ki pwn bY unc 165 1760, accoms: 

ng f priſoners; for whichche is to pay 
| firſd night) arid) . 


only 2d. each. The room now is the private 
property of every tap-kerp r, who for a long 
time fan as bought beds by appr 
ke he yi They are' — = a 
He: "per wok for-half a bed. 3 been 
told of Half a crown bei aid to a tap-ke 
every night for half a bet. * f 92 
No ere | whatever is taken of 'a prllobes, 
upon His commitment, to place him in a room t 
or even under ſhelter; and if he has no ac 
quaintance- in the priſon, or comes in late; 
which is often: the caſe, he may wil” _ 
ſtreets of: the priſon all night: J 
Man priſoners in the King 8 Bench, tho | 
actions are ſuperſsdable; or who" have cauſed 
detainers and declarations to he lodged againſt 
them for pretended debts, occupy rooms, kecp 
ſhops; en) o Places of profit, or live on tlie 
rent of their rooms a dife of idlene(s;: and 
being indulged with the uſe of the key; a 
out when ey pleaſe, and eteby ye" 4 


pri ſon, 
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into it, but the evil oo 
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2 alms : houſe fon their ſuppirt ; and by mas- 


ing aheir rooms liſt hold eſtates are thereby 
enabled to purchaſe freehold poſſeſſions for 
their children, to the great diſtreſs of ral 
riſonefs, ho ſometimes have no place to 
ay their heads. This grievanee was repre- 
Ctediin a letter to Lord Mansfield, of wt ich: 
was made 
d of remained 
ee chr 
-han Hf 21 owy H 10 Cat. 141g 
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HE unigr prifoners confined Pa debt tin 5 
cloſe * of the marſhal of the - 


ſhalſea of the honourable. Court of King =» > 
Bench, humbly beg leave to lay the hardſhips. 


of their diſtreſſed Senation before you; and 
as they haye full confidence in your Lordſhip's 
goodneſs and compaſſion for 5 —— unfortunate, . 
they cannot entertain a doubt hut they ſhall 
receive every relief in your Lordſhip's power 
conſiſtent with juſtice and humanity, as ſoon 
as you are acquainted with their diſtreſſes. 
They therefore maſt humbly preſame to in- 
form your Lordſhip, that there are, according 
to the beſt information they can procure, 
near 400 priſoners now confined within the 
walls of this priſon, out of which number 
there are near 3 50 dehtors on the maſters ſide: 
that there are only 84 rooms, about 9g feet 
{qparey on the ſaid maſters ſide, for their ac- 
commodation, 
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nic ity, ole origi- 


arations to be 
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10 Is in theſe AE hu app are AO 
me of the runners or errand- men belonging 
to hs place, or others in the moſt indigent 
circumſtances, who for the ſake of a ſmall 
gratuity are ready to ſwear to any matter they 
are wanted for. As moſt of theſe 5 
priſoners are allowed by the marſhal to keep 
ſhops, enjoy places of profit, or elſe live on 
the rent of their rooms a life of idleneſs; and 
are all of them conſtantly indulged with the 
run of t 0 —＋ to go out whenever they think 
proper ; they convert a priſon, intended for 
confinement only, into an alms-houſe. for their 


been really confined ſeveral months, and are 

greatly diſtreſſed for a place to lay their heads oF 

down to reſt, without paying exorbitant rents; 2 
| the 
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5 
the ſmall rooms letting from 8 to 12 ſhillings 
a week empty, and if furtithed with a bed, 
two chairs and a table, from'17 to 17 ſhillings, 
and the State-houſe rooms to one guinea and 
a half. There is not a ſingle bed provided by 
the marſhal at the price 'eſtabliſhed by the 
order of court of the 16th of June, 1760; 
neither can all the priſoners, even at any price, 


be accommodated. Although every hole 
and ' cloſet large enough” for a perſon to lie 


in, is occupied, tio leſs than 33 lie in the 
chapel, the pulpit,” pews and altar, being filled 
with bedding, converting that into a ſleeping- 

lace which was intended for divine worſhip. 
The chapel is thereby rendered fo offenſive, 
that ſeveral well-diſpoſed Chriſtians: are pre- 
vented from attending divine ſervice, for fear 
of catching contagious diſeaſes. Many who 


cannot get at theſe conveniencies, are obliged 


to fit up all night, or lie on the bare boards 


and benches. They further humbly preſume 


to inform your. Lordſhip, that a few of the 
prifoners feeling for the diſtreſſes of their more 
unfortunate brethren, perceiving the evil ten- 
dency of the above practices, convinced that 


having the privilege of the rules would anſwer 


every good end to ſuch ſuperſedable priſoners, 
and thoſe who have friendly detainers againſt 
them, who find it neceſſary to adjuſt all their 
affairs before they launch again into the world, 
have for near ſix months paſt applied to the 
marſhal, requeſting him to cauſe all ſuper- 


ſedeable priſoners to vacate their reſpective 


rooms, 
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roots, 4s 15 conſtant rule on e 
ſide it he . 5 oſt 
e e the Tüles; 
but as the marſhal e a. e thijs to 7255 
his power, W 2 
leſſening the ſale of b e 0. 
priſon, or the docęuts 55 Ga roles füch fu 
perſedeable , prifotiers as are allowed” to keep 
ſhops, © places, &c:" his Had no ſhare in _ 


Ing chis opinion! Indeetf lately, upon re 
eee few oft the 577 pes 125 
amoun 0 et ce fat a, N 
been ordered te He hummi 7 
theſe ſupstriededble priforitrs/; bits 115 
ſtination, eviſion, duplicity“ | 
made uſe db dhe Protection hes wis bälle 
by thoſe who ought to enforce their owir or- 
ders, has veckioires ſeveral diſputes and quar- 
tels atnonglt' the priſoners, that it Vedi: 
necoſſury to apply for your Lordſhip's inter- 
edn, to give that relief which is 10 much 
wanted. Indeed, my Lord, a debtor who 
comes in here without money, (and that there 
are many ſuch is but too true) is for 4 long 
time in ſome reſpects in a worſe ſituation than 
a felony who, as ſoon as he is committed, 15 
placed in his ward, and at leaſt has His 

to lie on, and his bread to ſubſiſt d fe nd 
him by the priſon: here, my Lord, à debtor 
may lie down under the canopy of heay and 
0 WA like * a pond, prey o His 
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n ſpe! 5 ben of hing by his 
MT ee 
ang 17 15 $9ihave been repreſented 


9 Your: 1P; hroaugh a more Proper « 
nel. the gentlemen vrho are appointed to viſit 
this N every, Michaelmas term: it was 
rkg by, 0 day ,of.. their attendance not 
being ſq publicly Known! as it ought. to have 


been; an indeed, their. viſitation is. carried on 


ſo ſuperficially, that they hops for your Lord- 
his pander: ſhould;they; Jay; that the whole 
thi ace is, 2; mere. farge: they do not 
think, the gentlemen. do. their duty either to 
your, 157 ng or to them. Was the priſon 
viſited, properly, the viſitors could certainly 
never return back to your Lordſhip. termeafter 
term, and not report that expreſs acts of the 
le giſlature, and ſome of the — ſalutary and 
Karte rules and orders for. the beneſit of 
unfortunate debtors, made by your Lordſhip 
and. the honourable gentlemen. who fo. ably 
and worthily aſſiſt your Lordſhip on the bench, 

remain unnoticed, or at leaſt. un regarded by 
thaſe who have the care and euſtody of this 
place. Good laws, my Lord, .never ſink. into 
a dead letter without ſome material cauſe. 

As I remain fully convinced our Lordſhip 
will never permit any perſon im power under 
you to deprive the unfortunate. of that relief 
which LE been ſo humanely provided for 
them, I 
fellow Sriſoners, as no other mode remained, 
— this information by ſuch conveyance as 
'S I mo 
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thought it my duty, in pity to my 
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Prechmeß it cannot fil of. coming to your 
Long hands. At the ſame time, permit 
me to ſubſeribe en with the ae 
ration and reſpect, 


1 My Doro, - 4 6 55 
\ Your Lordſhip' 8 = obedient, - 

} Moſt humble, | 
\ And unfortunate Servant, 


f 21 „1195 411 BY) 
Dec*, 4 5 , 313-2290 19. II. 


To the Right Hon“ ee 01 
gp Mansheld., 117 
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If priſons a are not furniſhed at e dhe public 
expen ce, and all fees of gaolers wills abo- 
liſhed, it will perhaps be impoſſible to prevent 
oppreffio 
to the King's Bench only. 

Ihe 
ant 0 a priſoner, the ſtate of his cauſes ſhall 
be inſerted in the entry of his commitment. 
This is ſeldom attended to, which prevents 


{ 
Lis 1391 72 oY © 
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the priſoner from knowing when he becomes 


ſuperſedable, and ſome by that means loſe the 
4 gay The docquet containing the 
names of all priſoners charged each term in 
is not exhibited, whereby many loſe 
the opportunity of ſueing for their groats, or 

procuring their diſcharge under the Lords a&. 
This is often neglected, even when priſoners 
have _ abſolutely paid for ſuperſeding, and to 
ſue for — Several inſtances can be men- 
tioned, 


n and extortion, which are not cone d | 


is a rule of court, that on comtnic- 
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tioned, by which neglechanany have been kept 


till an act of inſolvanqy has (releaſed; them. 
Copies of declarations left at the lobby 
are as often neglected to be given to the 
priſoners. Ek PTY 
There is an order of court, that no garniſh 


* 


ſhall be taken of any priſoner. When a perſon 


is committed, and comes Within the walls of 

the priſon, the cook, criers, and ſcavenger, 
demand a ſhilling each, and with a few of 
the reſt of the priſoners, they make another 
de and of 18. 2d. for a gallon of ſtrong beer. 
It ometimes happens that a priſoner has not 
ſo much money at that time, or refuſes to 
pay z the conſequence is, he is immediately 
imiulted and ill-uſed. This is a practice in 
molt gaols. _ &; 7585 ldh 
There is an order of court, that fourteen 
days notice be given that the priſon is to 
be viſited on ſome day in Michaelmas and 
Eaſter term. This is evaded, and the, viſitor 
is kept ignorant of the ſtate of the priſon by 
a certificate fabricated in the lobby, vouching 
for the marſhal and turnkey's good conduct in 
the government of the priſon, ſigned by as 
many of the priſoners as the keepers can in- 
fluence, who always retain a party of the 


priſoners to intimidate the reſt, and to prevent 


their making any complaints; and, whoever 
expects a favour at the lobby, or is afraid of 
being inſulted, is obliged to ſign, whether he 
approves or not. F 
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Tho following bean: for refuſing to ſign 


| the certificate worre! pre, May 25; 1775, 
12 under neee of common i 


. Dein , ffn zs © 215 


i; 101113 300. 1 is io; f! 118. 115 
Ho GH we have no cauſe to complain 
of the. matſhal, nor of any of the officers 


belonging to him, of any cruelty, or of any 


unneceſſary conſtraint on our perſons, yet we 


think ourſelves obliged to diſſent rom: EPs 


for the following reaſons a ;. 7 ftom 


I. Becauſe in'the'4thatticle ub foles 
and orders, dated Nov. 25, 1729, mention is 
made of à daily ſubſiſtence to the commotr ſide 
Priſbners, to which daily allowance or ſubſiſt- 


ence we are entire ſtrangers, not having ever 


received any. 2 2111 
II. Beeauſe in e 14th artiche it is men- 
tioned, that in the rooms ſet apart for tlie 
exerciſe of devotion, and alſo for converſation, 


a fire ſhall be kept as often as the rigour of 


the ſeaſon ſhall require; to which privilege 
alſd we are entire ſtrangers, not having any 
firin allowed during all the laſt winter. 

III. That it is impoſſible for us to judge 
whether the whole of the charities belonging 
to the common ſide have been duly diſtributed 
amongſt us, not having any lift of the ſaid 


charities n to 5 as directed by me 


28th article. | AQUC 

IV. Becauſe” Wet conceive that the laſt « var- 
terly money was unduly and unequally ap- 
Plied. 


V. Becauſe 
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V. Becauſe we an —— 
lately given. for the:vife ofthe: poor 
ſnonld have — —— fuck, ay 
as were in preſent neceſſity, and not indiſeri- 
minately amongſt all the priſoners. 

And we think proper hereby to deg lare, 
that the above diſſents are by no means in- 
tended to create any animoſities or jealouſy in 
_ the aid priſon, nor to promote or encourage | 
any diſorder therein, but only to ſet forth, in 
the moſt peaceful manner;>what we think our 
moſt dach draht rights and een | 


i {LOJINI9LE 08 
No avenger, is pe ce netz 8 by the 
priſoners. No lamps are found; by the marſhal, 
as uſed to be the cuſtom, nor any, put up in 
the new buildings. I hear the priſoners are 
ſubſcribing to raiſe a fund to fix lamps on the 
ſtairs. The law ſhould compel gaolers to 
be at the expence of lamps, ſcavengers,, &c. 
and not burthen poor Pete; with that 
tax. 

The tubs of urine are very offenfive: this 
might be remedied by having a ciſtern to con- 
tain, a very large quantity, which might be 
emptied at particular tunes without being ſo 
diſagreeable. 

No gaming of any ſort ſhould be allowed 

in prifons for many obvious. reaſons; but 
— there are expreſs orders to the con- 
trary. aming is not an uncommon practice 


ing's Bench. 


From 
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From what I/ have now; mentioned; (and 
much. more might be{aid)q ĩt plainly appears 
that acts of paxliament, aules of court, _ 
mandates of magiſtrates, coeerning the! 
lation of gaols, are much abuſed; ede 
from the principles of real humanity and of 
goad policy, for the honour of the nation, 1 
the benefit of community and the intereſt of | 
the. late, all powerful motives to perſons: of 
humane, ſentiments and true patriotiſm, a par- 
liamentary enquiry ſhould be made without 
delay into the ſtate of the gaols, that proper 
regulations may be mad to obviate the preſent 
numerous defects in that part of our police. 

To ſſuffer children to remain in gaol is very 
impc itic for many reaſons; beſides crouding 
the houſe unreaſonably, it not only corrupts 
their), morals, but injures their health, ſtops 
their growth, hurts their looks, and 266706; 08 
their hyes. oF RT 

| 4 vicious women are - moſt nee com- 
pany, and many of them frequent priſons, 
there is much reaſon to forbid all women, ex- 
cept priſoners, who ſhould have a particular 
diviſion for themſelves, from coming into gaols. 
Married women may be allowed to viſit their 
huſbands, in the day, but not to remain all 
1 night. Suffering women to lodge in gaol 
. contributes greatly to the diſſolute and diſor- 
. derly lives of many of the priſonertrs. 
There are at this time 52 pr iAanersi in the 
F leet, 40 children, and 25 wives, or reputed 
wives: the other priſons, no doubt, have; a 
proportionable 


a) 
proportionable number of wives and children 
belonging to the priſoners; but as the ſthrall- 

is at preſent in the Fleet priſon,” I en- 
uired what number of women and children 
there were, in order to prevail upon ſuch as 
never had that diſeaſe, to leave the priſon for 
a time, leſt the infection ſnould go through 
the houſe, as the natural ſmall-pox is more 
dangerous in a gaol than in a private family. 
The inconveniencies from permitting priſoners 
to bring their wives and children to gaol are 
many and obvitus: o np n ee 
Parents ſometimes ſuffer an extravagant ſon 
to be ſome time confined in gaol, in order to 
reclaim him. This is a very dangerous and erro- 
neous practice. Satan will rebuke ſin when refor- 
mation of manners is brought about in a gal. 
The poor man that is brought thither with- 
out money in his pocket, (and that there are 
many ſuch is but too true) is in a miſerable 
ſtate. Beſides his other misfortunes,” he runs 
the hazard of the moſt deſtructive of all lofles, 
the loſs of his integrity; and when he is re- 
ſtored to ſociety, is no longer an uſeful, but 
deſtructive member. For with whatever prin- 
ciples the unhappy debtor enters a priſon, 
compelled as he is to aſſociate with the vileſt 
_ and. moſt deceitful, his principles are by de- 
grees relaxed, and he too ſoon catches and 
copies the manners of thoſe with whom he 
aſſociates, and adopts not only their manners, 
but their ſentiments. A poor man too often 
comes out -of priſon plundered of his money, 
loſt 


1 8 664.) 


integrity and god furl w hic lu no-com- 
5 | Poviation Caſt: be —— 
8 Len Never be por. Hedhat robs me abmy 
: purſe, ſteals; but; droſs it Wag mine, it'schis, 
- tt has beett| flaye-ta thouſands e but he that 
Reals my good name, robs me of | what-does 
not enrich him, hut makes me poor indeed. 
But let a man's integrity be ever ſo great, 
his reputation is much injured 1 njured by being in 
Priſon- It is a commits though errotitons 
notion, that the unfontunate re alvrays in che 
wrong ; and to haverheon in a priſon, oartics 
with it the idea a ſomething ignominious; 
and people too often ſtuin them, ag if they 
were monſters in/ human ſhape, whoſe very 
breath poiſons the air, and an induſtrious man 
finds{it (difficult to procure er e ee a 60 
that account. F 
Wben the: viſa doors: amel theben open; 
the priſoner Ralks abroad, poor, naked, friend- 
leſa — farlorn, without a penny in his pocket 
or a roof to ſhelter his head; his neceflaties 
call vehemently for relief, nature muſt be fup- 
ported, but his character and credit are ſo in- 
Tal: that he can procure no employment : 
therefore ſtern neceſſity drives him, much 
againſt his will, to betake himſelf taullicit 
practices, and to aſſociate with thoſe whomhe 
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8 Joſt 8 ſbanntis andi bereſt of his 


rarely forſakes till he finiſhes his courſenat 


oo that the feeble attempts he i is able — 
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to ſupport himſelftand family are not long 
ſufficient foi that &<ycand he at laſt be- 
coines a burden baponithe pariſn. And very 
often the pd on ps Hlondd, but lately ſet at liberty, 
is brought 3 ene gaok for the trifle he was 
obliged to borrow to clothe himſelf and family, 
to get & little furniture, and to ſupport them 

till he finds employment. Thus a cruel, en- 
vious, or litigious man, has it daily in his 
power-to perſecutei the unſortunate. Ir 
This is the fate of thervirtuous and induftri 
ous priſonet; ho from want of employment, 
ſickneſs, (i&c is throw into gaol; : which 
ſhews that our laws reſpecting debtors are 
imperfect, and inadequate to the purpoſes for 
vrhich they are deſigned. As the laws of Eng- 
land now ſtand, a man may be eonfined all 
his life-time for a debt above forty ſhillings, 
and is in a worſe ſtate than a felon; as there 
is no law which confines. a man for life for 
felony. This ſeems to point out to the con- 
ſideration of the legiſlature ſome general amend- 
ment of the whole ſyſtem of our laws IRON 
relate to impriſonment for debt. 
By long confinement in gaol, a priſoner i is 
liable to the conſequences of habitual indo- 
lence, filth and vice, and is often unwilling 
to return to labour when he obtains his liberty; 
which is another inconveniency ariſing from 
long and frequent impriſonment for debt. 
Therefore not only felons, or thoſe abandoned 
wretches who have rendered | themſelves ob- 
Naxiaus' to the ſtate, forfeited the protection 
3 K of 


x) 
\ 
= 


PTY law, a my Won and” to; the! public to 
make reperation-by.che Hh ba our for the lawſeſs 
depredations they h YR mitted. upon the 
property of others, ould No obliged to work, 
but even debtors ſhould. not be allowed to 
remain idle in priſon; and thoſe upon the 
maſters fide that' do not work, thould be ob- 
liged to pay ſo much weekly into the public 
fund for the benefit of the working dance. 
who ſhould have a certain. ehen of the 
profits of their labour e or them when 
diſcharged. | 

Providence tended: that all 7 nkiind ſhould 
labour 3 therefore idleneſs is contrary to the 5 
deſign of our Creator, and contrary. ta the 6 
frame and mechaniſm of our bodies; and we 
find that without labour or exerciſe the beſt 

regimen and medicines cannot preſerve health. 

It ĩs an undeniable truth or axiom in politics, 
that t the health, vigour, riches, and proſperity 
of every kingdom, depend on the numbers of 
its induſtrious inhabitants, labour being the 
true ſource of wealth, the parent of riches, 
and goddeſs of plenty ; therefore every indi- 
vidual ſhould contribute his ſhare for the well- 
being of community ; and there certainly is a 

great deficiency in ſound policy, where ſo many 
are ſuffered to continue idle, diſſolute, and un- 
employed; when we have too much reaſon to 
believe that idleneſs is a principal ſource from 
whence much miſery and wickedneſs ariſe. 
We do not ſet our priſoners to work, but by 
indulging them in idleneſs, we oblige the in- 
; \ duſtrious 
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duſtious per of the nation to ſupport the idle 


CL 


ofa! | OT 500 TIE 
and aba oned. 


„When once . Pertoh foifikes" bis tabous, 
21d becomes ahatldbped, he immediately enters 
the path which leads directly to the gallows ; 
for idlenels is confeſſedly the parent of wicked- 
nes, and where labour ends vice certainly 

erna ine JON ON eint eee 
begins. . 1 bs Jari ot woot Dt fed 

a What then ſo nat rally L preſents itſelf | as a 
pantene forthe id and wicked, and a8. 

means to 'prelerve health, as labour?  Eyery 
man then ſhould” experimentally feel, that 
without a fortune of his on, or friends to 
ſupport him, he muſt either work or periſh; 
and that cheating or ſtealing will only drive 
him into a worſe ſtate than his former, and 
bring upon him what he dreads abo F 
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Al 
— . — oye, all 
things, and wiſhes to a voie. 

The profits ariſing from the labour of felons 
and others would bring in a conſiderable re- 
venue, Every priſoner bred to a mechanical 
occupation, fich as taylors, ſhoemakers, &c. 
ſhould be obliged to work at their employ- 
ments ; and for others, not bred to any parti- 
cular buſineſs, it will be no difficult matter to 
find one, agreeable to every perſon's age and 
abilities. And as encouragement is the ſoul 
of induſtry, every perſon ſhould be entitled to 
ſome part of the profits of his labour, to be 
paid to him when he is diſcharged, to enable 
him to ſet up in ſome creditable way when he 
returns into the world, which would be the 
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4 gaol diſtemy Cr, ing the p nt 25 
Lanlineſs, irregularities and dtunkenneſs in 
geols, and while, me are ſo much exp ofed to 
XC hunger, ; any. ednels : roſa ſome 
regulations ſhoutd' be dey [64-46 elevate the 
miſeries experienced 84018, and to =p 
them clean and healthy. Wyo; 
A penny Loaf à day, the preſent 820l altbw- 
ance, is an uncertain quantity, nd. infuffleient 
o foppore 3 man in health! "Providence has 
fo ordered e miechaniſth of out bodies; that 
as; ſoon 2s. our et becomes ſo far putrid As 
ten or the Purpoſes of life, it 110 by the 
VA Pr the animal &conomy expelled the 
There is then a conſtant and neceffiry 
Pl, 1 the body to preſerve life and health, 
but. ch waſte. muſt be made up by a a freſh 
ph y, of 7504 to ſupport the animal ſpirits 
and = vital principle of life, other wiſe the 
rſon dies of 1 inanition and putrefaction. And 
if that ſup ly be too ſmall, and not propor- 
tioned,” to, the, neceſſary waſte, then the prin- 
ciple of animation betomes feeble, alid the 
#3 Þ perſon. droops and becomes ill, and "Has more 
. 55 1 a. tendency to puttidity, whieh is the 
18 79 f priſoners in Zac ol: therefbre an l 10 8 
Ae of bread, oit-rheal, rice, cd 
cheeſe 5 — turnips, potatoes, &c. ww 
and 
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and well-dreſſed, ſn lowed, and all 
fleſh- neat totally f ge 5 c By t "felons? 


Much animal Eli very. bi 15 for 
priſoners, 190 8 1 "the our elfe 
received into the ſtomach 54 1 it is thrown 
out of the body 15 the different outlets, it is 
in a progreſſive motion to corruption; but 
animal food ſooner arrives at that ſtate than 
vegetables, therefore ve tab ble food is tot 
proper in priſons, mace 9 man thing ullite 
to promote putrefact ion, and to. renc er ſuch 
places unhealthy. W hen le {1 eſs; animal food is 
made inc 1 30 gaols, priſpners will be more 


healthy.) tn bag wien 
Some will U be 1 eady 'to ay, V. that I would 


have felons to live too well ; but when it is 
remembered that I would oblige every of 
work as much as he is able, it will Rot! be 
found too great an allowance, and Tabour 1 in 
folitude, with ſuch food, will prove 4 ve 
effectual puniſhment ; and I dare ſay there 18 
not a felon in any gaol in this kingdom, that 
would not prefer his preſent allowance in idle- 
neſs with his aſſociates, than the food * re 
commend with labour in ſolitude. 

Before trial every felon ſhould have it' in 
hay power either to work or not; but if he 
does not work, his allowance ſhould not ex- 
ceed a two- penny loaf and Water | 

Water is 840 proper menſtruum to dilute 
our food, and to Aut digeſtion; it is the moſt 
wholeſome of all Bard and will agree with 


NE conſtitution, | A good appetite requires 
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no wins, 12 92 or ſtro ron 1 1 da to en 


di geſticn and heb pixi 
red b 


fluities of 12 85 from whit much evil 


11 the uſe of all kinds of liquor except" Wa- 
tor be not rigoroufly prohibited in gaols, it 
will be impoſſible to prevent drunkenneſs, 


noiſe, quartels, riots, and many other very 
great i inconveniencies: N no en 


thould be permitted in 4 gaol. 


This regulation will nd doubt apf car, too 


rigorous to many, as" beer 15 * poſed 10 be 
almoſt a neceſſary of life Vi 1 an; 
and to be obliged to fend 8e ry, drop of 
beet from without, World be an additional 
expencè to the priloners, as well as productiye 
of oppreſſion to them. I grant, if wine or 
malt liquor, ſpirits or ſpirituous liquors, . be 
at all allowed, they ſhould be fold within the 
priſon, but T deny that they are neceſlary 


either for life or health; and if the uſe of 


them be uavpidably attended with very bad 
conſequences, even the death of ſeveral pri- 
ſoners that J could name, why ſhould they be 
permitted? 

Tf the prifoners be allowed wine and porter, 


| they will find ways and means to procure 


ſpirits; and ſome keepers, for valuable con- 
ſiderations, may permit the public ſale of ſpirits, 
not leſs than 120 gallons of gin, befides other 
ſpirits, weekly; and when a man 1s intoxica⸗ 
ted, and either dies thereby, or raiſes A. riot, 
and maims and bruiſes his fellow pril bi, 

r 


COL 
or occaſions the e 4 ſick ens it 
would be a very matter to ſay, and at the 
ſame e hin c r. wich What os 
is intoxicated. | bo 

Beſides, bee know chat chin majority 
of priſoners in every gaol are idle, drunken, 
and diſorderly, there is ſtill greater reaſon to 
prevent gaols from being converted i into dete 
of luxury and drunkenneſs. mol 
| Priſoners are not ſuppoſed ee 4 hure 
much money; and it appears very impolitic 
that the priſoner, ho comes into gaol to ſpend 
his il]-gotten money in debauchery. and drunk- 
enneſs, ſhould be permitted to follow; ſach 
een be If all alto houſes and, taps, 
where priſoners and their friends meet to drink, 
eſpecially on Sundays, were aboliſhed, and 
priſoners obliged to live on a ſpare, clean, and 
wholeſome diet, ſufficient to preſerve health 
and ſtrength, our priſons would not be crouded 
with debtors ; ; and if ſuch regulations are neceſ- 
fary for them; they are much more ſo for felons. 
If any indulgence be granted to priſoners 
for debt, it certainly ſhould be very judiciouſſy 
qualified. At preſent impriſonment is no pu- 
niſhment to the colluſive debtor, Who has no 
character to loſe, no honour to be injured, no 
conſcience. to be wounded. Perhaps he has 
been planning and preparing for his diſhonour- 
able retreat for years before his impriſonment. 
He makes a purſe, and chearfully lurrenders, 
loaded with the ſpoils of the honeſt, credu- 
lous and unſuſpicious, who nnfortunatcly had 
Gcalings 
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— lent him money. Lie 
mies at the s oÞ hi ſuoceſs ; plenty 
keis table, 2 tut? andi drunſtenileſs 


diſtinguiſh his tat tb pe ty} the 
ble voucher of his infamy and wickednels, 


he conveys by aſſigninents/ gifts and ſpurious 


8/0 ſome friend, relation, or young child, 


Sefer dbl fenen een piu Siiere; with the 


externals of pouerty, he! wallows in plenty, 


— "Spies in edety iextiauagance, and is hardly 


a ſtranger to any vice that ban debaſe _—_ 
nature. He treads upon the hebks of hib p. 


fellow priſoners, and treats tbem with 4 


ſt contempt and inſfolence;! - as" if they 


rn ſome inferior ſpecies\/102 e £19709; 
hhe artful and diſhoneſt, We 


and plundered his neighbour, got credit under 


falſe pretences, and runs to nk as an aſylum, 


er he may ſecurely ſpend his ill-getten 
wealth, is generally clamorous, and pleads the 
greateſt diſtreſs and oppreſſion, at the very 
Demet perhaps that intoxication denieb tlie 

tongue its utterance. Of this ſort I am ſorry 
= 16a 0 there are too many to be found in 
gaols, who live by fraud, make a trade of 
cheating the unwary, and go from gaol to gaol, 
where they may get drunk when they chaſe; 
the oftener they are in that tate, the more 
reſpect and indulgence they meet with. In 
their cups they may break into the room of a 
ſick or dying man, knock down or mairn a 
ſober, 1 priſoner, rendered fecble by 


. — and ſorrow. f 
N | 


1 93, 
For in a priſon ui oengfind aipallidycthough 


"ſore ne COuntenancen 
| 1 Sui are naturally back- 
— — and the tongue 
frequently utters mo domplaint when the tear 
of diſtreſs hangs trembling on the eye. Want 
depreſſes the ſpirits, and che greateſt diſtreſs is 
for the moſt part borne — — 
to whom can they make their moan? Shut up, 
with nakedneſs and:bunger ſor their Compa- 
nions, the only libetty the poſſeſs is to periſh 
in ſilence, while her that has money may do 
48 pleaſes.; 216973 DA - 2190? IC 27011. 
f the free uſe of e where 


debtors are confined, be attended with ſo ma- 


ny bad conſequences, certainly. ſome mathod 
ſhould be deviſed at leaſt to leſſen the griev- 
ance. This I am under a neceſſity of warmly 
recommending, becauſe the ſick are much in- 
jured by the rioting and drunkenneſs of their 
fellow priſoners. The felons ſeldom have 
ſuch command of money, as to enable them 
to run to great excels in drinking; but 
their being ſuffered to aſſociate together pai- 
ſonz the air, makes priſons very dirty and 
unhealthy, and has very _— effects pen 
their, moralss. 796117 91 
Qus gaols are 1 as the habintionaiof 
recollection, - ſorrow and repentance; but hy 
the preſent, mode of .confinement, we. defeat 
the very intention, and eee them into 
of vice. 
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3: 148 ($34 
One end 1 in p inith ing offenters, is to re- 


fog and 100 to- the world lefs 
„ dieß to e 957 9 more fit to 
diſcharge the duties © 0. ite than they were 
before. Are theſe the Happy y effects of the 
preſent mode. of puviſhinent? 1 Nothing is ſo 
likely to injure, nothing is found by expe- 
rience ſo powerfully y to corrupt the morals 
as gaols. Suffering priſoners to afſociatè to- 
645 is pregnant Vith "miſchief to ſociety, 
d is the reaſon the tre & 85 roatis under 0 fe 
ent executions. 811¹œ¹ {8 el 24} & OJ idol. 
*F rom, the moment a zerſon (enter yi 
| a8 a felon, he goes on to to do "all the miſchief 
in bis power, and comes out ten times more 
wicked than he was before; he is then con- 
firmed in infidelity, and is bent upon plunging 
himſelf. deeper into all the diſtreſſes of ini-⸗ 
Ae 1 —v 
In gaol they ſerve a regular pprentitelp, 
and finiſh their education at Newgate. Prone 
to miſchief, they drink deep at that fonntain 
of iniquity : ; little thieves are there taught to 
become proficients in vice; and the hardy 
villain, ſtill more daring, ferves as a trap | 
gin to entangle the unwary youth, and 
Hatter and reconcile him to wickedneſs, "ll 
| by adding. fin to fin, he obliterates every trace 
virtue from his mind. 2 15 
The worthy and very ingenious Mr. Han- 
way recommends ſolitary confineinent, hard 
F bour, and a ſpare diet, for fmall and great 
1 (murder and ſome other very atrocious 
crimes 


7% ) 


crimes excepted}, oth efore and after trial. 
This, mou a c e 07 4 5 wi would do 
morg in, the 1 felor + kan all the 
lays the wiſ eff ff. legi iſlature can enact. It would 


alſo tend E. rec] 1 05 4 and reſtore an uſeful 

valuable. ce ber to ſociety, a wretel 

whom the poiſonous .hreath of his compa- 

AM in wickedneſs would have! ſunk i into 12101 
ion. 

_ Solitude and hard laben r, Which bs dreads 
more, than death, , would be a terrible puniſh- 
ment to a on! and clans to Gall forth 
recollection, and in a ver ittle time would 
Lean che Wige empty, af A0 the profits ariſing 
from. their labour dle be no inconſiderable 
object to the ſtate. 

He thinks they would be glad to (work 
without compulſion, to fill up that void which 
ſolitude would otherwiſe render dreadful : 
and if a felon be found incorrigible, ferocious 
and lazy, and will not work, let the gaoler 
repreſent him to the inſpectors for corporal 
puniſhment. But there are few, in his opinion, 
that abſtinence, hard labour and ſolitude, will 
not conyert to a ſenſe of duty without cor- 
poral puniſhment, The moſt ſtubborn ſpirit 
| may, be, humbled, and the moſt wicked heart 
reformed. No man, though he be ever ſo 
abandoned, when left to himſelf in ſolitude 
and confinement, but muſt reflect and ſuffer 

555 pangs of ſorrow and contrition; and 


| as. he has relinquiſhed his lawful trade for 


one more profitable of making depredations 
* on 


— —— en — — — 


1 

on tlie „it, isn proper chat his 16 labeur, 
for 4 \the public -tholdbbe applied for the 
benefit of that public which heſhas ſo mate- 
rially injured. Man's And rranſovofiit was 
puniſhed 'by labour, which Providence feens 
to point out to us as a plan for correcting 
and reſtraining the wieked, that the een 
and virtuous may live in perce and ſafety. 

One ſolitary impriſonment with hard bon, 
would intimidate the abandoned more than ten 
executions. The felon would then be con- 
vinced, that prattiſing the tratie pf an honeſt 
man is far better and more pfofitable! than 
the buſineſs of a thief; and that labòur; which 
he dreaded as the greateſt: evil, will certuinly 
prove his fate, if he tranſgreſſes the laws. 
Priſon+keepers/ are well acquainted with the 
nature of ſuch wretches: aſk their opinion 
of ſolitude, hard labour and ſpare diet. If 
the prejudice of cuſtom and their own emo- 
lument do not influence their opinion, they 
will immediately declare, that it will prove 
the maſt effectual puniſhment, and the beſt 
means of preventing wickedneſs. 

Mr. Hanway obſerves, that by this W the 
puniſhment may be proportioned to the nature 
and degree of he crime, by making the con- 
finement of longer or ſhorter duration, and 
the work more or leſs laborious: But under 
no pretence Whatever ſhould any two or more 
felons Is ſuffered to aſſociate, even for one 
minute; and no body. ſhould be permitted to 
come to chem except the gaoler, clergyman; 


da ician 


% 

cian and inſpecturs, and the , perſon that 
ara their food rn 
the — thay chaue/ upon one another; 
when ſuffered: to aſſociate together, would 
render this and every other method ineffectual. 
All gaols for felons, which ſhould be diſtinct 
e edifices from the priſons for debtors, fhouldꝰ 
be built with two principal diviſions, one for 
men and another for women, and each of theſe 

into three more, ove for great crimes, another 
for thoſe of a leſſer dogree, and a third for de- 
linquents and petty offences. Each of theſe 

courts ſhould be ſubdivided into ſeparate 
cells for: each priſoner, who ffiould be ſup- 
plied with the common bounties of heaven 

for the preſervation of his life and health. 


He ſhould: be kept clean, have cloaths, ſweet 3 


air, and food ſufficient to ſupport nature. 

There ſhould be a covered bath or bathing-tub | 

in each diviſion, and each priſoner ſeparately | 
ſhould: be obliged to bathe himſelf twice a 
week; and immediately before he is conveyed 
into his cell, let him be ſtript of his filthy 
rags, be made perfectly clean, and habited in 
an uniform. There ſhould be a room in each 
diviſion for that purpoſe. The cells ſhould be 
ſufficiently large, — the manner of thoſe in 
Bedlam for the inſane. They ſhould be lime 
waſhed, and not white-waſhed, twice a year, 
and if lined with wood, ſhould be painted 
green once a year. Green is the beſt colour, 
as 1t 18 moſt effectual in killing vermin. Each 
cell ſhould _ a bedſtead of iron painted 


green, 


ER " | g 1 Go 


4. 9 


goon faſtened! tovthewalbwith an iron rod, 


with-checlkibr yodnvas:onntains-. Half of the 
door ſhould: 'be\gratedowath:iiron bars for the 
benefit of air and light :witly a ſliding door at 
night. As they ſhould bez made completely 


clean before they go in, they ſhould: be obliged 
o cepiithenaſedves) ociindes: penalty of in- 


creaſing their quantity of labour and ſhortening 
their — ing which ſhould conſiſt 
Of bread, oat· meal, rice fruit, potatoes tur- 
nips, carrots, and Newfoundland cod, . which 
furniſh a very ſufficient variety. Fleſma meat, 
beer, wine, ſpirits, and every liquor except 
water, utterly forbid; and 2 attempts 

to fuiniſh them ind wither info theſe arti- 
cles, ſhould be tranſported to Africa. Each 


Criminal ſhould be provided with a glaz d 


earthen baſon;'a coarſe cloth, a ſmall and large 
comb, a glaz'd pipkin, bowl, ſpoon and be 
pot, one chair, a ſmall table, a mattraſs ſtuft 
with ſtraw or hay, with tufts at proper diſtan- 
des to prevent thoſe materials from running 
into knots; one blanket and a rug. The fur- 
niture of a cell ſhould not exceed C. 53 a pri- 
ſoner s room for debt on the common . 4. 7; 
and on the maſters fide, G. 10. | 

Every priſon for debtors and gaol for Glogs 
ſhould have one or more ſweepers or ſcaven- 
gers, whoſe. bufineſs ſhould be to take their 
rounds every morning to carry away every 
priſoner's pot and baſon, and to waſh and 
replace them with a baſon full of clean water. 


Th: a y old next wath.aud dreis theſes, 
an 
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and take the ſame round writh each priſoner's 


breakfaſt. Before dinner / they ſhould ſee that 
every part of the gaol be clean, then they 
ſhould: bring to the bath or hathing-houſe the 
priſoners whoſe turn it is to be bathet. 
The ſweepers or ſcavengers ſhould be ſober, 
middle-aged men, for the men's ſide; and 
women with the ſame qualifications for the 


women's ſide, with one or more attendants 


under them 7 according to the number of pri- 
ſoners. The ſcavenger ſhduld make a daily 
report to the gaoler, Who ſhould enter the 
reports in a book, to be examined by inſpectors 
appointed by parliament. The inſpectors ſhould 
very frequently viſit every gaol, and every 
room of each gaol, in and about London, aid 
once or twice a year every priſon in the whole 
kingdom, and lay a ſtate of them before the 
judges, ſheriffs, and juſtices of eaeh diviſion, 
wo may remedy all abuſes, and ſupply. any 


deficiency, as ſoon as the report is made. A 


phyſician ſhould take the ſame inſpection of 
the fick, and what relates to the health of 


priſoners, and make his report accordingly. 


But while we take care of their bodies, we 
ſhould not neglect their ſouls. There is no 
living in this world without religion, and I 
don't know how we can die without it. Re- 


ligion is the baſis of ſound: policy, and by it 


the heart is to be reformed; therefore a cler- 
gyman ſhould be appointed for every gaol, to 


read prayers once or twice a day, and to give 


them ſeparately private. inſtruction and admo- 
r nition, 


(8% 
nition. A few minutes private converſation 
will have: more eg "than as many hours 
ſpent in: the JH, ea rack. of public preach- 
ing. Aud che afffddl El 4 pious clergyman 
who applies hithfelf dit igently to the duties 
of dis office, will have great influence upon 
the 1 minds of thoſe unhappy. people. 
| 11 1 they were admoniſhed for heir paſt of- 
Fenees, exhorted to follow a better courſe of 
fe, afſiſted with ſhort, tracts printed for the 
.uſe of priſons, upon the Kah rente, parts of 
religion, as the exai enge of a God, the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, the "truth of te re- 
velation, the certainty of rewards. an . 
ments, the neceſſary duties of chriſ ianity, 
and the beauty of moral rectitude, fepentance 
ö would take place in their hearts, and they 
would think of returning to the world to The 
in an honeſt and reputable way. Then every 
one might fleep in peace and ſafety. When 
the criminal is diſcharged, he ſhould, have 
-ſome/ trifle allowed 2 that neceſſity may 
not drive him to aſſociate With his old ac- 
quaintanges, or return to his former wicked 
courſe. 

The expence : that would tan the bxecu- 
tion. of this plan is too inſignificant to be 
offered as. an objection to ſo ſalutary an inſti- 
tution; and I could undertake, that in three 
or four years time the profits ariſing from the 
labour of the priſoners would dries the 
public for all 0 expences incurred by dhe 
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do ho iy blam as of the act; 
it is too .Conl9 ant 3555 eas of crimes and 
puniſhments, t 0, ſuggeſt any, abjection, to the 
motives for Aich. 4 Jaw ;, and, the propriety of 


the] puniſhmen s ;opcrations.and effects, are 
now mn eps, Should a future 
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been of thi aw bec ſſary, it may 
„ 45550 bo ona ſome objections 
Pn, hog 1 entigped, e will 
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1 confine 1 bn os to = is a. _ thing 
in! 1 e and I, fear too much indul- 
gence.” Will be ewn to them, which will 
effeually defeat the very intention of the act ; 
for the rod of correction, and the drops of 
ſiyeat which | fall from their brows, aud 
Yerve, as a Warning to others, while a change 
is thereby working upon their own, wicked 
diſpoſitions : ee indulgence ſhown, ta 
thei. would be highly culpable; but few 
conftider that i1l-timed mercy is the greateſt 
cruelty. 

= tit ime of each felon's confinement ſhould 
have been abſolutely fixed according to the 
| detertnination of the judges, unleſs it had 
120 1 by 157 0p d evidence, 
priſoner was innocent of the crimes 


. ne againſt him, and then he ſhould. be 
by the fame authority, that had com- 

| wired . For thoſe who have friends to 
| M fee 


1. 
; 
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fee the perſons on whoſe report the criminals 
confitiement depends Will, qt is to be doubted, 
ſeldom find them inc while the leſs har- 
dened, pbor and frienqteſboffchdet, may labour 
out his full time, wHxtEVer May Be his conduct. 
A perſon auy time in te practice of ſtealing 
plate; jewels; and other things of value, will 
eafily' have it in His power to indemnify the 
overfeer for any trifling ſum of L. 20, V. 30, 
or L. 40, by conmbing at a felon's making! 
eſcape: and if he ch HVdhee à fam of money, 
he may perhaps in Aftéf-time Hud his labour 
mitigated, and his puniſhment dwindle into a 
momentary, confinement, inadequgte to the 
ends propoſed by the legiſlature. in enacting 
ſuch a law. I do not 


uch a law. I do not ſay that this will be the 
aſe, but I think the framers of the law ſhould 
have fore een and provided againſt ſuch abuſes. 
The penalty incurred by ſupplying priſoners 
with, meat and drink is too ſmall to prevent 
their friends and aſſociates from tranſgreſſing 
the law. If they get drunk, the conſequences | 
micht be very alarmiñ g 
Not only the aiders, aſſiſters, or concealers of 
a felon that has made his eſcape, but every one 
in any way privy to it, who does not immedi- 
N orm a magiſtrate thereof, ſhould, be 
guilty, of felony, without the ſmalleſt hope of 
pardon. AS no Gn ilk neglect ta make 
a proper uſe of ſuch information, therefore no 
penalty is perhaps required. en 


At the firſt eſtabliſhment of any regulation, 


every perſon employed faithfully diſchargee/his E- 
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f ok therefore eyen 
an n paprincip Ed 6 gen knows: he muſt do his 
; but hen the novelty is over, and people 
{ef watchful, # | unworthy, perſon thould 
then get into office, inconveniencies may ariſe, 
and the Aide here mentioned fruits the 
whole inſtitution, ,,, L FF 


But I fear it, has a fund damental error, which 


is that of congregating i dre Nothing 
but Solitary confinement, wil L ſucceed. 


The day before che Abbe TO upon the 
convict act were" printed off, I went to fe 
them at work upon the Thames. They are 
confined on board the hulk of an old Weſt⸗ 


India ſhip about 300 tons burthen, which lies 


at anchor cloſe in ſhore; a little below Woot 
wich. There are 89 convicts, chained two and 
two, on board. The fall complement”: of 


convicts for each hulk is 120, beſides the 
governor, commander, and 20 men who take 


care of them: five lighters belong to each hulk. 
Each ef the overſeers or ſhip's company is 


armed with a broad ſword, horſe piſtol and gun. c 


The cenvicts behave with great ſubmiſſion, and 
diſcover no unwillingneſs to work. The ſailors 


examine their irons morning and night, to ſee 


that all are ſecure; aftet that they have not the 
ſmalleſt apprehenſion of danger from the pri- 
ſoners. Indeed their daring ipirits ſeem to be 
ſo much humbled, that eight or ten men may 
govern an hundred convicts. 
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for the ſhip's company, two ſmall rooms, 
one of which .is appropriated for an hoſpital- 


(9 
ich is the only one yet 
7 with 2 beds, a ſteerage 


* the other for thoſe who behave well, 
they may not. be obliged to aſlociate with 
Ka eſt ; and a hold for the reſt, where they lie 
chained in pairs night and day, except when ar 
work in the lighters. | About a dozen, in con- 
ſequence of their good behaviour, have their 
chains taken off. They cat in meſſes ; each 
meſs, which conſiſts 01 ſix convicts, has an 
allowance of half a bullock's head, four pound 
of biſcuit, and broth thickened with bread and 
oat- meal, every twenty-four hours. Some- 
times, though rarely, they have hearts and 
ſhins of beef. They Glculare but with what 
degree of exactneſs I cannot take upon me to 
— that from three ounces to half a pound 
upwards of meat come to each man's 
ſhare daily. 
Every convict is to be allowed two brown 
lingen ſhirts at ſeven-pence halfpenny per yard, 
a . of ſtockings at about fifteen pence per 
pair, a thick woollen cap at about one ſhilling 
each, and a pair of breeches and jacket, made 
f dark * cloth, at about four ſhillings 
and ſixpence, or nine-pence per yard. As I 
am not a competent ide e of the value of each 


article, perhaps my calculation of the price 
may be ſomewhat erroneous, Their drink is 
water, but many of their friends and affociates 
have in vain attempted repeatedly to ſupply 


; them 


os 0 
them with food and drink. 24 at preſent 


5 3 e 
lie on the bare boarꝗs and the c 
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and venereal complaints, and all look thin and 
pale. The dozen confined to the boards are ill 
of a low nervous fever, moſtly accompanied 
with a purging. | | 2 | 
Some of them have been ill a month; and 
others, by repeated relapſes, are feeble; and not 
able to walk; yet they have received no medical 
aſſiſtance. They complain that the water is 
muddy and faltiſh, and think that it occaſions 
the complaint in their bowels; yet I rather 


ſuppole that ſeveral cauſes unite to produce that 


effect, and to cauſe ſo much unhealthineſs. 
Their fleſh- meat, as they inform me, js not at 


all times ſweet, but even green with rottenneſs. 


The biſcuit, which is the only bread they have, 
is made of the third or coarſeſt part of the flour, 
and is very unwholeſome; bifcuit made even of 
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5 the beſt dee age = Wh8ſefome bread : theſis 


each man ſhot 1 5 Nan allowance 
f'the firſt and ſecond 
water is no doubt 


flour mixed toge er Te 


muddy; and eite 62 11 taken to fill the 


caſks at a proper time, it will likewiſe be faltiſh. 
The boiler in Which they make their broth 
and boil their meat, 18 of copper untinned ; 


and they 'fay that" the 1 bro th at times taſtes 


ſtrongly of the verdi; 


ed 0 Any ny one of theſe 
ONS to m ake them 
unhealthy „ant ccf Adi ae ny 8, Ke. | there- 
fore they ha a K, 1 ind medi- 
cal fence Mould ” the tick, 
otherwiſe the Juſtitia x. welk 101 Il oon f prove 


the gtuve of many unhappy wretches. 


„Heat, midilturc⸗ naſtinefs, and bad air from 
the putrid eflavia of bodies, joined with un-- 
whole orte food; ate an union of the ſtrongeſt 
ſcoptios in nature: by increaſing theſe cauſes 


to à Certain degree, you would produce the 


ague. The convids upon the river Thames 


Will, Fthink;* ſoon become very ſickly; and 


when tlie hot weather comes, if they live till 
then, may occaſion a very alarming contagion, 
if om further regulations be not made. 
Their cloaths are very proper; and, with 
the addition of 4 flannel ſhirt, w would of ſuffi- 
cient; but every two ſhould have a mattraſs 
ſtuffed with ſtrawy or hay. The work is rather 
too eaſy, as they can only! be employed at low 
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* Is the man be ſhip. F 
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water, and in the dayn time ;, therefore they | 


much adle time; and 
b, they are ſo lazy, that 


aon gers would do 


have a great deal t 
when they are at wo 
five and twenty co. 
as much as one hun 
ſpace of time. * F Te” 4.90000 T20071]} ; J& cal 
I) he moiſture from ſea-water is rather healthy; 

but damps from freſh water, are, very much the: 
reverſe; and people will much ſooner become 
ſickly on board Zune; in freſh water, 


than at ſea,, Therefore a, gagl, with proper 
diviſions ſomething like barracks, built upon 
the water-ſide for the confinement of convicts 
at night, and at times when, they, cannot. be 
employed in raiſing ballaſt, would anſwer 
better, and in time will be found: abſolutely: 
neceſſary. They might, ep be kept, ſeparate, 
and obliged to, employ, the hours they ,t 
not work, on the river in ſome uſeful. buſineſs ;- 
for labour will never hurt any, Perſon, and 
_ felons ſhould have as little idle time as poſſihle, 
as they know not how to uſe it to any yalu- 
able Purpoſe. If fleſh-meat be at all permitted, 
they ſhould have it freſh, and only twice a 
week, and the reſt of the time they ſhould 
live upon bread, vegetables, fruit and cheeſe. 
It were much better entirely to, prohibit! the 
uſe of fleſh-meat. Every, ,utentil uſed in 
cookery ſhould. be made of tin or ,ockamy. 
The water for drinking and cooking ſhould 
be taken up at low water, and not, uſed. 
for one, two, or three days, till it gets clear. 
A ſmall quantity of nitre ſhould = =p 
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with the ſirlphur ted in fitmigdtion. © And 
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as tobacco fitioke 'phrifits the ale, and is 
vety wholeſome, à quafitity of it 6ccafionally 
chitotyn into the hold, particinatly in the night, 


would do good. The veffef is too ſmall to 


contain an hundred and twenty men in health; 


ſhat down under hatches for ſo many hours, 
as they trruſt be in winter. Half the number 
is too large a. completnent. They have per- 


haps more room than an equal number of 


ſailors on board his Maſeſty's {hips of war; 
yet we can draw no juſt concluſion from that 
circumſtance, as they ſo eſſentially differ in 
many | articular s. r 

As I vifited the Juffitis hülk this day for 


the filſt time, J cannot take upon me to ſay 


whether the account I received of their fleſli- 


meat was ſtrictly true. The bullocks heads 


which I faw wete very freſh, and the water 
had no ſaltiſh taſte; but the biſcuit was of a 
very dark colour, and made of too coarſe 
flour; and few of them had their allowance 
r . 
This is a moſt excellent act, and the 
defects in it may be eaſily femedied. It will 
certainly be found of infinite fervice to this 


7 . 


kingdom, and already begins to ſhew its good 


effects upon thoſe under pubiſhryent ; for 


they with one voice declare, that if they had 


their liberty again, they would take care never 
to return to the fame plate. So great is their 
averſion to labour, confinement' arid tempe- 
fande, that ſome of them declared, if they 
Ba i EE | were 
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| Hey would murder their Farg 
be hanged, rather than ty ut 
ſlavery. ie Pe N 
Io conclude. The office of a gaoler is a 
place of great truſt; and when he faithfully 
diſcharges, his duty, he merits reſpect : but 
certainly he f. 2uld not be raiſed above doing 
the duties of his office, by a large Glaryfirhich 
enables him to commence a fine gentleman, 
and leave his buſinefs to he done by others. 
» No place of truſt; filled by inferior people, 
ſhould be ſo profitable as to enable the poſ- 
ſeſſor to make a ſinecure of it. When the 
principal letts his place to a deputy, that 
deputy has only one view, which is to get as 
much money, and in as ſhort a time as poſ- 
ſible, by every method that offers. 


* 


A keeper of a priſon ſhould be a man of 


a pious good character, and of ſome educa- 
tion, to keep a fair report of the priſon, to 
be ſent monthly or quarterly to the inſpectors. 
He ſhould have a decent houſe or apartment, 
and reſide in his gaol, that he may be ready 
to ſuppreſs any riot. And in a gaol for debt- 
ors, the gaoler ſhould hold a court twice'a 
week, to hear and redreſs grievances, and to 
«preſerve due order and regularity amongſt the 
priſoners. At preſent they are left to ſettle. 
their diſputes as they can ; qwhoever has the 
* ſtrongeſt arm and heavieſt ' purſe fairs beſt, 
None, perhaps, are murdered ; but I have 
* N | {cen 
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